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E DIT ORIAL ~ could be increased. Yet the discussions of the bud-@ in all 
get of the Foreign Missions Conference revealed Schoo 
Or Co clearly that the Southern Baptist and the Southem 
operation r mpromise Presbyterian denominations, together with other 
In the May, 1943, issue of The Southern Pres- for whom they spoke, held Pg — a reaso! 
byterian Journal we carried the report of a Spe- ,°rganization’s expansion. _— “1, 
cial Committee (composed of Dr. C. Darby Ful- made it clear that they were determined to ui, Sh; 
ton, Executive Secretary; Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, their veto to restrict the conference to a pure] uy 
Educational Secretary; and Dr. J. P. McCallie, consultative function. They had the money, they “Seal 
Member of Executive Committee), appointed by said, and could pay their requested apportionment ,,;..., 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions of of one-half of one percent of their mission but- “ 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S., to study gets. But they had no intention of doing so be deity. 
the Constitution of the proposed North American cause the future of the Foreign Missions Confer wd 
Council of the Churches of Christ. The report ence is clouded with doubt ... These denomine sa 
with its recommendations, was formally adopted tional representatives, of course, referred to thm’. °? 
by the Executive Committee at its .meeting in possibility that the Foreign Missions Conferenty, The 
Nashville, Tenn., on April 13, 1943. Upon the might some day become one of the four division “ - 


recommendation of the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions the General Assembly of 1943 


voted an expression of disapproval of the Consti-. 


tution of the proposed North American Council 
of Churches of Christ. 


Since that date the name has bten changed to 
“7 gy Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. 


The Presbyterian of the South, Feb. 9, 1944, 
under the caption, “Guest Editor As Others See 
Us,’”’ comments on a recent editorial in The Chris- 
tian Century, discussing the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America. In this article the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian and the Southern Baptist de- 
nominations are held up to ridicule on account of 
their ‘‘non co-operative spirit.”” Then the section 
“of interest and concern to Southern Presbyte- 
rians” is quoted directly: 


“The thing which might be done in view of the 
critical nature of the world situation would be to 
strengthen the interdenominational agency through 
which Protestant co-operation in foreign missions 


of the proposed National Council of Churches d | 
Christ in the United States of America. The po anese . 
sibility is not very imminent, since there is my “4, ° 
likelihood that the council will take shape for: 
least five years. But that is too soon for them. » 


they served notice that the conference could & ee 
pect no increase of help until this ‘uncertaintyg@nctly 
is removed. Consequently, it was settled that tl he spil 
agency of Protestant co-operation for foreign m! Her 
sions must do its work for another year on a butg™re eag 


get which could not be excessive for the feder 
tion of churches of a medium-sized city ... 


We believe the representatives of our Forel 
Mission Committee are showing real Christi 
Statesmanship in this matter and that they show 
not be criticized as narrow-minded because ¢ 
their stand. 


In 1937 a crisis arose in Korea with referent 
to our Mission Schools and the Japanese Shr 
Worship Service. In the annual report of 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions to ! 
General Assembly of 1938 we read as follows: 
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“Closing Of Mission Schools In Korea 


«A severe blow to our work in Korea has been 
the closing of our schools by government order. 


“The problem grew out of the insistence by the 
Japanese authorities that our Christian Schools 
should participate officially in the ceremonies be- 
fore the Shinto Shrines. Such participation has 
heen for a number of years a part of the educa- 
tional policy of the Japanese Government, but the 
difficulty for Christian Schools seems to have been 
recognized by the authorities and the requirement 
has not been enforced. Suddenly, however, in 
1936, along with the phenomenal outburst of na- 
tionalism that swept the Empire, the Japanese 
Government insisted that our schools should par- 
ticipate in these ceremonies and backed up their 
orders by force. 

“Shintoism is a deification of the Japanese 
State, a fusion of religion and patriotism. It rests 
on the idea of the deity of the emperor as de- 
sended from the sun-goddess. With the Imperial 
family and its mythological ancestors as a nucleus, 
Shintoism has developed a national pantheon in- 
cluding a variety of gods associated in one way 
or another with the ideal of patriotism. 


“The Japanese Government regards the Shinto 
Shrines as the very foundation of national, pa- 
triotic education. Shrine attendance is therefore 
required of all pupils in schools as a part of their 
necessary training in loyalty and patriotism. 

“Of course, the government insists that nothing 
in all this should prove embarrassing to Christian 
Schools, asserting that the shrines are purely pa- 
triotic, and have no religious significance. At this 
point the difficulty begins. Our missionaries are 
unable so to regard the shrines. A few of their 
reasons can be stated briefly: 


“1, All Japanese literature is full of reference 
ta Shintoism as religion. 

“2. The leading scholars, and the Japanese and 
Korean public in general, look upon State Shin- 
toism as religious. 

“3. The ‘gods’ are ascribed all the attributes of 
deity, creative power, superhuman prowess, pre- 
existence, miracles, providential control, power to 
answer prayer. 
_“The government employs textbooks in all of 
its primary schools that state: ‘We Japanese look 
up to our Emperor as to a god,’ and ‘The Jap- 
anese Emperor is divine.’ : 

a The objects of worship are frequently pure 
Invention in the realm of mythology and super- 


stition. 


“3. The ceremonies at the shrines involve dis- 
Inctly religious elements, such as calling down 
he spirits, acts of purification and prayers. 

“Here, then, is the deadlock. Our missionaries 


pre eager to promote pure patriotism, but they 
ave been embarrassed by the religious meaning 
m the shrine ceremonies. Over and over again 
ey have appealed to the government on the: 


round of the religious liberty guaranteed in the 


Japanese Constitution, but the government was 


ipparently determined to enforce conformity even 
duress. IneOctober, 1936, armed police were 
ent to some of our Mission Schools in Korea to 
Ompel shrine attendance on the part of the fac- 
ty and students. 

Because of these developments our Mission 
‘ew up a policy on the shrine issue, declaring it 
0 be their desire to continue educational work in 


Korea if they could do so with freedom to foster 
their religious faith. They explained that while 
they had no other desire than to serve the Korean 
people through their schools, they could not under 
any circumstances take part in the shrine cere- 
monies which they regarded as inconsistent with 
Christian monotheism, and pointed out that they 
would be compelled to close their schools at once 
if shrine attendance were made a sine qua non of 
continuance. 


“On September 6, 1937, orders came to our 
schools from the government that they should go 
out to the shrines to pray to the enshrined spirits 
for the safety and success of the soldiers in China. 
Our missionaries did everything possible in the 
way of dignified and lawful protests, but these 
were overridden. There was no alternative but to 
refuse, and as a result our schools have been 
closed.”’ 


At that time many other Christian Churches 
and Mission Boards did not take similar action. 
They accepted the “Japanese explanation’ that it 
was a patriotic matter and not a religious matter, 
as satisfactory. Our Executive Secretary, Dr. 
Darby Fulton was accused of being ‘“narrow- 
minded”? and “leaning over backwards” in this 
matter. Certainly matters developing since that 
time have amply justified his stand. ; 

We believe that Dr. Fulton and those associated 
with him ean still be trusted to handle our Foreign 
Mission affairs for us without the aid of the pro- 
posed North American or National Council of the 
U. S. The proposed body would merge into one 
inclusive organization the following protestant 
interdenominational agencies: the Federal Council 
of Churches, the International Council of Relig- 
ious Education, the Council of the Church Boards 
of Education, the Home Missions Council, the 
United Council of Church Women, the United 
Stewardship Council and the Foreign Missions 
Council. 

The Federal Council will doubtless bend its 
every energy to put this over in the next five 
years. We feel that this is one of the most im- 
portant matters facing our Church today. H.B.D. 


Making Democracy Safe 
For The World 


During World War I, Ring Lardner wrote a 
series of humorous stories about an uneducated 
professional basball player who was drafted and 
spent the next year in France fighting to “make 
the world safe for the Democrats.”’ 

In the unthinking humor of another generation 
there is seed for serious thought today. Democracy 
has brought untold blessings to the world but 
sober reflection will show that it is not ‘“de- 
mocracy” which has brought the blessings but 
the sturdy Christian character of those men and 
women who established these democracies. 

England, America, the Scandinavian countries 


and the evangelical Church in Germany have sent 


out the men and women who in the past hundred 
years have done so much to bring the knowledge 
of the Gospel to those who did not know Christ. 
Democracy was but a by-product of the Chris- 
tianity they professed. In France there existed a 
democratic form of government but Christianity 
has ceased to exist as a national force and the 
government, rotten to the core, precipitated the 
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collapse of that once great nation. Christianity, 
still vital in Norway and in Holland, has proven 
the iron to hold these nations, even while occupied 
by Germany. 

It is true Christianity which makes a nation 
great. God says through the Psalmist, “Blessed is 
the nation whose God is the Lord,” and history 
proves this statement down through the ages. 


We boast of the actual and potential military 
might of America today, and our enemies are in- 
creasingly feeling this might. Thank God that He 
has seen fit to accord us this privilege of effec- 
tively meeting the attacks of our enemies. But 
stop! We hope for a cessation of hostilities some 
day. Are we as a nation capable of meeting the 
responsibilities which lie ahead? It is this very 
thought which has caused some earnest Christians 
to seek to have the Church wield a larger influ- 
ence in the post-war world. We feel that many 
who have such high aspirations have failed to sit 
down and count the resources at hand. A united 
front is not enough. Great numbers will not avail. 
A study of God’s Word shows that those who will 
prevail for good are those with spiritual power. 


The Church today is not the power it should be 


because the power and presence of the Holy Spirit 
are not sought and practiced. We promote educa- 
tion, culture, bodily health and social graces but 
we woefully neglect the one thing which God has 
ordained as necessary in our lives, the Holy Spirit. 


Recently we heard a man preaching over the 
radio. He had a harsh voice, he made a number of 
grammatical errors, but he warmed our heart, for 
he was preaching the Gospel with a fervor and 
conviction and power which can come only 
through the help of the Spirit of God. As he 
finished, - we happened to turn on another re- 
ligious programme. The speaker was a preacher 
well known in America. His flow of language was 
beautiful*and much that he said was true but he 
left out the heart of the Gospel. There was no 
blessing to be had from his message because it 
was human philosophy, a wonderful presentation 
of the wisdom of this world. 


In these two men one could sense the conflict- 
ing forces working within the Church. I say 
“conflicting” because they are two gospels, not 
different presentations of the same Gospel. Amer- 
ica’s future depends, not on the success of our 
arms, as important as we feel this success to be. 
It depends on our attitude toward God, His Son 
and His Word. 


The course to be followed is given us in this 
Word: “ ... shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways.” Then, God says, “then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.”’ 

Is the democracy of America today safe for 
the world? Is Christian character the outstanding 
characteristic of those to whom are entrusted our 
national policies? Does not the situation we face 
demand that we who are Christians get down on 
our knees and pray fervently that God will send 
a great spiritual revival here in America. How 
else can democracy be made safe for the world? 

One reason why we so strenuously object to 
the Church, as such, entering the ,olitical world 
is that most of the organizations seeking to rep- 
resend the Church in this field hold positions on 
many controversial questions which we _ believe 
-unscriptural and therefore inimicable to our na- 
tion’s welfare. To be specific. The position of the 


Federal Council on war hampered our country fill As Wé 
twenty years in preparing for the present com, draw 
flict. We believe too that some of the things thy 
have advocated with reference to labor and againstiminade m 
capital have been most unwise. We also object to 
some of their activities on race relationships, Can 
we expect greater wisdom in the future? 


Is not the Church’s influence to be exerted mop 
wisely if the Church keep to her spiritual rojo jmmbeir ba 
seeking to bring men to a saving knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ? Then, let these Christiansfiihesregat 
vote for Christian men to represent them in th 
government. After all, the only government saf, 
for the world must be one with at least a strong 
leavening of Christian men in it. Government by 
expediency, pressure and personal advantage igs 4 
menace to the domestic front and to the world 
Christian statesmanship puts principle abovelll patier 
everything else and in the long run brings bles. roor 
ing at home and abroad. Me was 


Christ in the hearts of those who guide our Mest fe 
nation is the only hope for the future. Th 
Church’s task therefore is the winning of men, 
not to the “principles of Christ,” but to a saving Mio cross 
‘faith in His redeeming work. Without Him, de Mibnd eve 
mocracy can never be safe. LNB, 


Race Relations—Whither? 


We in the South have a race problem and welt Var’ 
should face it squarely. The discriminations andj? ¥™ 
injustices practiced against the negroes are real UF 


and they need our attention. Equal opportunities # This 


for education and gainful employment should be Mit to n 
theirs. Where deserved, we should not hesitate to fo bacl 
accord them the respectful title of ‘Mister,’ Hiwhich 


“Mistress” or ‘Miss.”” Fairness’ should char-™ This 
acterize all of our dealings with them. half-bre 


But, as we hear some of the inflammatory. and Miyears 1 


Inaccurate propagandists for the colored people, MMeven as 


and study what some in the Church evidently have Mithe bar 


as their aim in ‘Race Relations,” we are alarmed @ Than 


and even dismayed. he solt 

In its “Annual Race Relations Message,” the 
Federal Council has issued a statement as to what Hihe sor 
-the Christian’s attitude should be regarding race Mplack, — 


_relations. This writer yields to no one on this Mious 1 


question and would challenge any to have a more @@ihristic 


sincere desire for Christian spirit towards peo 


ples of other races. This is not prideful boasting Miwhile t 
but comes from many years of actual experience esus 
in such relations and the knowledge of the mutual @@nd ar 
love and respect which now exists. of the 

In reading this message from the Federal Mf this 
Council, one agrees heartily with those recom- edera. 
mendations looking toward the elimination of un- mparagre 
fair and unjust discriminations. But one looks in jn Chri 
vain for any recognition of the fact that there 1s olored 
a line which must not be crossed. In fact this Menance 
message states that Christians “should be ur JFelation 
prejudiced and wise enough to bridge and cross God 
the chasms of racial isolation and segregation. @"mine 

Is racial segregation un-Christian? Is one ut ve, g 
Christian who feels that unrestricted social rela- Meader 
tions are unwise? If the Federal Council and gen of 
those who accept the leadership of the Council in jan bé 


this matter take this position, we can but fedl a 
that harm must inevitably result. If, on the other muons 
hand, they will make a clear statement affirming PSs - 
that their goal is not unrestricted social equality, on cc 
their leadership will not be regarded with dis @ iff by 


trust. 3 
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As we stated above; there is a line which must 
nt conf, drawn and which must not be crossed. This 
ie was, We believe, established by God when He 
de men of different races. While Paul] stated in 
;, sermon on Mars’ Hill, “God ... hath made of 
ne blood all nations of men for to dwell on all 
re face of the earth,’”’ he goes on and specifically 
ites that God also determined “the bounds of 
habitation.” 

We wish to affirm that we do not believe that 
ygregation is un-Christian. In fact, it is a kind- 
ss to those of both races. If that one point is 
weepted by white and negro leaders who are 
nking for a solution, a long step forward will 
ve been taken. | 

This is not an abstract problem. Recently, the 


World, Myife of an army officer was visiting her husband, 
above i patient in a large military hospital. As she left 
bless- MB; room and walked down the hospital corridor, 


he was stopped by a negro soldier with the re- 


le ourfuest for a ‘‘date” that evening. Such incidents 
. Theil] increase and now is the time for those who 
" men,M™mere genuinely concerned to see that all attempts 
saving fmto cross this line be stopped. If not, only sorrow 


n, defend even worse discriminations lie ahead. 


V.B, In our own Church we feel unwise things have 


ren done. We cannot see that ultimate good can 
me from bringing negro boys and girls to our 
og People’s Conferences. The attempt at the 
last Assembly to increasingly bring negroes into 
the various conferences of our Church seemed, to 
the writer, an unkindness, rather than a kindness 
real our colored brethren. | 
nities This line which is fixed is racial. Why God saw 
ld beMit to make some men white and some black may 
ite to Meo back to Genesis 9. Racial difference is a fact 
ster,” which no human philosophy can change. 
char This line is also biological. Cross the line and 
alf-breeds result. Those of us who have lived for 
- and Myears in the Orient have seen the unhappiness, 
20ple, Meven agony, which has come from breaking over 
he barrier God has established. 
Thank God, this line does not in any way affect 


the MiChrist died for all and His salvation is free to all. 
what Mlhe souls of every man, woman and child, be he 
race Mmlack, white, yellow or brown, are equally pre- 


ious in God’s sight. In fact, we insist that our 
hristian colored friends are our brothers in 
hrist and have a like precious hope and heritage, 
while those who are white but who deny the word 


md are not our brothers in Christ, but children 
of the devil, as Chist so plainly taught. Because 
leral Mf this, it is gratuitous in the extreme for the 
com- Mederal Council to infer, as it does in the last 
MParagraph of its “‘message,” that “full fellowship 
s inf. Christ at the foot of the Cross’ is denied our 
re is M#olored brethren by those who insist on the main- 
this #enance of the God-ordained racial line in social 
un- Merelations. 
ross God knows that we deplore present racial dis- 
on.” Mminations and injustices. Most of these, we be- 
un- @eve, grow up and thrive in non-Christian circles. 
ela Meaders of recent race riots have been godless 
and en of the lower social strata who have no Chris- 
background. 
feel Let those who talk so much about race re- 
ther MAtions recognize and hold valid this fundamental 
from which alone a satisfactory solution 
ity, #*2 come. If they refuse to acknowledge that 
dis @#PUch a division exists, they are but adding to the 
lifficulties we face. —L.N.B. 


he solution of the soul’s need of the individual. 


Wesus Christ, are sons of God only by creation, 


Those Moons Of Jupiter 


Some time ago in the “Presbyterian of the South” 
there was an editorial quip wherein Galileo’s tele- 
scopic discovery is used by the writer to chide 
those who will not blindly follow his leading in 
certain issues before the church, and inferentially 
to classify them as prejudiced and stupid. 


The ‘Moons of Jupiter’ is not an apt illustra- 
tion, and we believe that the writer grievously 
errs in its application. At any rate, the answer 
to the editorial complaint is that those who are 
so vigorously criticized have looked not at the 
Moons of Jupiter one-half billion miles distant, 
but with open eyes into vital matters down here 
on earth where we must live our lives and do our 
work. 

Let us note the issues that cause the writer 
so great concern: : 

There is the Federal Council: Is it all white 
with no shadow of darkness? The answer is not 
to be found on the Moons of Jupiter, but in the 
Council’s own reports, publications and pronounce- 
ments. Those who wish to know for themselves — 
can get much information from a volume entitled 
“We Are Not Divided” by Dr. John A. Hutchison, 
presumably a friend of the Federal Council. There 
was an extended review of this book in the May 
issue of the “Southern Presbyterian Journal.” 
It is reported that this critical study of the Coun- 
cil and its manifold activities had the commenda- 
tion of Dr. S. McC. Cavert, General Secretary. 
This should give the book some standing. If the’ 
statements in this volume are not disapproved 
by Dr. Cavert, who ought to know, why should 
others be condemned for believing them true? We 
gladly acknowledge all constructive measures ac- 
complished by the Federal Council, but we must 
not be charged with stupidity because we refuse 
to close our eyes to the errors of this agency. 

Then there is the Auburn Affirmation: Cer- 
tainly the refusal of so many in the church to 
think of this document as insignificant cannot be 
charged to blind prejudice or ignorant sectional- 
ism. It has plagued the U.S.A. Church and con- 
fused its deliverances for twenty years. I have 
many close friends in the Northern Church, and 
they tell me that this document has caused their 
church to be most unhappy during the past two 
decades. It is a matter of contention between two 
great parties in that Assembly. Why should those 
who oppose the adoption of this controversial and 
divisive document as a rule of faith for the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church be considered narrow 
and bigoted and blind, when so many leading 
Christians in the U.S.A. Church and other Chris- 
tian denominations have the same opinion of it? 

The writer also is irritated that anyone should 
be so naive as to believe that the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church would be “swallowed up” in the 
proposed union with the U.S.A. Church. Conserva- 
tives in the U.S.A. Church fear this will happen 
if organic union is consummated and have ex- 
pressed it to me in numerous conversations. With 
what other term could the result be described? 
Certainly there is no security in the much vaunt- 
ed Regional Synod which is only a new name for 
an old thing. That the identity and testimony of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church will be lost 
is a fact and not a fear, is made clear by the 
numerical factors in the proposition, where the 
Presbyteries are 271 to 88, and the membership 
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| 
..ratio of the two Assemblies is 4 to 1. What Kentucky. 

the Southern Church will gain or lose in the Feb. 8, 1944 


transaction is not the question here. It is the 
inescapable fact that this numerical superiority 
will naturally and properly dominate all the or- 
ganizations and activities of the United Church 
and determine its missionary and educational poli- 
cies. No amount of wishful thinking can make it 
otherwise, nor should it be otherwise if there is 
to be a union of churches in any true sense of 
the meaning. The Southern Presbyterian Church 
should understand this before the step is taken 
as it will be too late after the union is accepted. 


Then there is the unwillingness of certain 
obstinate men to let the people have forthwith 
the proposed plan of union with the U.S.A. Church. 
The basis for this complaint is as thin as any 
moonshine on Jupiter or elsewhere. Let the records 
speak. What are the facts? The plan of union 
now under consideration by the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union was prepared by 
a Joint Sub-Committee of the two Assemblies in 
executive sessions, covering a period of almost 
two years. The members of the Committee on 
Cooperation and Union, with whom the General 
Assembly placed the responsibility, were not given 
the minutes of the Joint Sub-Committee meetings 
and were not advised in any stage of the Joint 
Sub-Committee’s work of what was being done. 


When the Assembly’s full Committee met to 
consider the report of the Joint Sub-Committee 
it was discovered that many of the Committee *had 
not read the report and were entirely ignorant 
of its contents. Despite this fact there was a 
determined effort to place the whole matter im- 
mediately before the Church. It can be said with 
assurance that there is no reluctance on the part 


of any member of the Committee to submit the — 
plan of union to the church when it can properly 


be done. Give the people light and they will find 
the way! The General Assembly evidently took 
this same view by sending the report back to the 
Committee for study and recommendation. 


Those members of the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union, and those members of the As- 
sembly’s Standing Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, who insisted upon the proper constitution- 
al procedure both in preparing and presenting a 


report on a matter that involves the very existence 


of the Southern Presbyterian Church as a Chris- 
tian denomination should not be regarded as re- 
actionaries and obstructionists. 


It is reeommended that the Galilean Theologians 
who are looking at these vital matters affecting 
the church in the light of the Moons of Jupiter 
get down to earth where the people live, and 
examine the records with open eyes and under- 
standing minds. —J.R.R. 


—» 


The following are from our mail bag for the 
past month: 
Hampden Sydney, Va. 
Feb. 2, 1944. 


““ ... The Journal for February is a feast of 
good things; yes, the best things. Those who do 
not read it are missing nourishment of great 


value.”’ 
* 


“It is a relief to find a Presbyterian magazin, 
which stands for the Bible. I am constantly ap. 
palled by the attitude within our church. I am, 
member of the U.S.A. branch. I have a gy 
at College, who is being taught according 
to the most modern trend of the Federal Coungj 
and only his background and home training ap 


\ holding him. I am happy to say he stands firm fy 


what he believes and does not hesitate to speg, 
out.”’ | 
Mississippi. 
Feb. 7, 1944, 
“ ... The February issue of The Southern Pre. 
byterian Journal is, according to my estimate, , 
very great one. When reading it, I was so de 
lighted that I almost got religion over again. | 
set forth luminously views which I have tried ty 
advocate down this way.’’ 
* 


Headquarters, 
Prisoner of War Camp, 
Fort McClellan, Ala. 
27 January, 1944. 


“Through the courtesy of Lt. , a staunch 
Presbyterian from , Miss., I have had the 
pleasure of reading the December issue of you 
Journal. It was. most refreshing to read in othe 
than one’s own periodicals such a devout and 
scriptural stand on the basic doctrines of the 
Bible. Every article breathes the Spirit of God as 
He guides witnesses to speak and write of His 
boundless love in Christ Jesus. May the Lord 
guide you and your associates to continue a work 
so well begun.”’ , Chaplain (Lutheran). 


Louisville, Ky. 

Feb. 12, 1944. 
“Herewith ... one dollar for one year’s sub 
scription to ‘The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


“T should like to acknowledge, with real grat 
tude, the sample copies of ‘The Journal’ I have 
received from time to time, each one of which! 
have read with real pleasure, and genuine profi. 


‘There is something about the general ‘tone’ of 
your magazine which I miss very much in other 
religious publications. I am completely in accord 
with the position you maintain with regard to the 
Scriptures; indeed, I find your articles refreshing, 
stimulating, and most inspiring — real food fo 
one’s soul! Then, again, I enjoy the Book Reviews, 
and find them most helpful. | 

“In closing, may I offer this word of commet- 
dation. I do commend you upon the absence of 
all bitterness, and vindictiveness, in ‘The Journal. 
I am convinced that your publication is filling ® 
long-felt need, and is doing so upon a very high 
level, and to the full satisfaction of your mal) 
readers.” 

We are still making our special club subscrip 
tion offer of six annual subscriptions for five o 
lars. Several churches are subscribing for all offi- 
cers. Why not send a half dozen subscriptions 
your Young People’s Group? This would also be # 
fine investment for Sunday School Teachers. We 
will send a bundle of fifteen copies of the curret 
issue to one address for $1.00. 
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~The Prayer Of A Soldier 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


John 12:27-28b: “Now is my soul troubled. 
And what shall I say: Father save me from this 
nour? But for this cause came I unto this hour. 
Father glorify thy name.” : | 

Our text is the prayer of the world’s greatest 
sldier. These are the words of the Captain of 
wr salvation as He faced His zero hour. In their 
wn way the best and truest of our soldiers, sail- 
ns, airmen and marines are echoing that prayer 
today. A soldier properly prays for his own 
safety, but the final prayer of a true soldier is 
not, “Father save me from this hour.” If that 
were his ultimate prayer he would cease to be a 
gidier, desert, or turn into a running coward. 
The final prayer of the true American soldier is 
an echo of the prayer of our Lord, “But for 
this cause came I unto this hour. Father glorify 
Thy Name.” | 

Our Prayer For Our Soldiers 

Of course, our torn and anxious hearts are 
praying for our soldiers, Father either save them 
fom that hour, or save them through that hour. 
As a prediction of half a million casualties in 
ninety days faced us on Christmas 1943, our 
prayer rose to Almighty God in whose hands are 
the issues of life that He might stay the angel 
of death. | 


“O Lord of air and land and sea, 
Guard Thou our sons who fight for Thee.”’ 


Hear, Thou, our boys in the day of trouble, 
snd them help from the heavenly sanctuary, 
and strengthen them out of Zion! Cover their 
heads in the day of battle, and under Thy wings 
cause them to trust! May Thy truth be their 
shield and buckler! 


On receiving a cable that her son had returned 
safely after his Flying Fortress had made that 
terrific shuttle trip from England to Africa and 
back again an anxious mother said: ‘When he left 
I asked him to take this verse with him, ‘For 


He shall give His angels charge over thee, to 


keep thee in all thy ways.’ ” 

May He who is our Rock and our Refuge, cover 
our boys with His feathers! Though they take 
the wings of the morning and fly to the utter- 
most parts of the sea, may His hand still lead 


them and His right hand uphold them! O, Thou 


Shepherd of Israel, spread a table before them in 
the ‘presence of their enemies! Be Thou their 
strength and pull them out of the nets that the 
foes have laid privily for them! Into Thy hands 
we commit their spirits: redeem them, O Lord 
God of truth! Hear the voice of our supplication 
and deliver their souls from death, their eyes 
from tears, and their feet from falling! Grant 
that Thine everlasting arms may ever be around 
and about them, O Eternal God, our help and 
Our shield! 


“Protect them all where’er they be, 
On land, in air, or on the sea.’’. 


The Soldier’s Prayer For Himself 
vee every sober-minded soldier properly prays 
ey prayers for himself. Many of our flyers in 
a South Pacific begin each mission repeating 
€ ninety-first Psalm and sometimes their bat- 


tered ships come limping back on a wing of prayer. 
When a “Y” worker asked a machine gunner in 
the First World War if he prayed, the answer 
came back: “You bet I pray, and say Mister, if 
you’d been where I’ve been you’d pray too.” As 
the shells came over and wiped out one gun crew 
after another, those men prayed as their brothers 
and sons are praying in the fox holes and the 
battle wagons of today. As they leave Athens, Ga., 
many soldiers and sailors carry a card with this 
prayer upon it: 


As on I go to the Battle Field 

I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to shield, 

And if I should die for my Country’s sake, 
I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to take 

Into Thine Infinite Arms of Love, 

Into Thy Glorious Home Above, 

For Jesus’ sake, Amen. 


While every sensible soldier prays for God’s 
saving and keeping power, his prayer is not only 
for his own safety. Speaking of the American 
troops as they landed in Italy, Dr. William B. 
Pugh said: ‘“‘There was no noise or laughter, but 
grim seriousness of a character I have never 
seen in American youth. They hate war, but when 
they see a job to be done they go forward with 
a determination, bravery and courage that makes 
you take your hat off to American youth.” 


When one looks at General Thomas J. Jackson 
standing like a stone wall in the midst of the 
battle smoke at Bull Run he realizes that the 
prayer of a true soldier is not exclusively for his 
personal safety. In the Confederate War our 
grandfathers prayed for courage to do their duty 
and for grace to bear their suffering. 


Some months ago one of our great banking 
institutions carried this striking ad: Soldiers Both 
And Unafraid. 

“I saw my wife go forth one day—a look upon 
her face. It was just a little more than twenty-one 
years ago—but the memory has never dimmed. It 
was the look of a soldier—unafraid. That night 
our son was born.”’ | 

“Today for the second time I saw that look. 
This time it was on the face of a soldier—un- 
afraid. Our son had joined the army.” 

Yes the ultimate prayer of the mother is not 
to be saved from the hour of travail, but that 
God may be glorified through the life that she 
passes through the valley of the shadow to bring 
into the world. : 

And today: “Chin high—eyes bright—they are 
fighting—those soldiers who bore the soldiers. 
With aching hearts—with prayerful lips—they 
are mentally out on every battleline—on land 
—on the sea—under the sea—and in the air— 
fighting as only a Mother can fight—for her boy.” 

For a week prior to Christmas a soldier was 
home with his family before entering upon his 
commission to lead a platoon of infantry. During 
the days at home the family read several of the 
Psalms which tell of God’s protecting hand: the 
ninety-first, the twenty-seventh, the twentieth, 
and the one hundred and sixteenth. But the text 
which struck fire was where the writer of He- 
brews quotes God’s great promise to Joshua as 
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he stepped forward to battle for the Lord. ‘He 
hath said, ‘I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee’. So that we may boldly say, ‘The Lord is 
my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 
unto me.’”’ On the way to the train the soldier 
asked for the reference and remarked “That text 
gives us a kind of Christian Stoicism. Since God is 
my helper I will not fear what man may do unto 
me.”’ He wrote back, “I found the Hebrews refer- 
ence. [| like it a lot.” 


Our boys are praying as our grandfathers 
prayed for courage to dare and for grace to bear. 
They are praying for courage, they are not 
boasting of having it. For courage is something 
one does not know he possesses until he needs 
it. In the hour of need, O Thou that savest by 
Thy right hand them that put their trust in Thee, 
strengthen them with strength in their souls; And 
soldiers, trust ye in the Lord and be not afraid, 
for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. 
“He giveth power to the faint; and to them that 
have no might He increaseth strength. Even the 
youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall: But they that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, 
and not be weary; and they shall walk and not 
faint.” (Isaiah 12:2; 26:4; 39:28-31). 

It is thus that those who have been called to 
fight the battles of the Lord and break the rod 
of the oppressed have ever been strong and of a 
good courage (Joshua 1). As the soldier of today 
faces a stronger foe, a sharper fight, a more 
deadly encounter than any previous soldier has 
met, he prays 


“Since I must fight if I would reign, 
Increase my courage, Lord! 

I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by Thy Word.” 


And what more can one say of their prayer for 
patience to bear the pain, the dislocation, the dis- 
figurement, the shock that war entails? Speaking 
to his suffering countrymen, Pastor J. Koopman 
of Holland reasons, “‘Why so much suffering 
comes no one can say. But one thing I know and 
whoever knows it has the true faith in life and in 
death—it does not happen outside the merciful 
will of Jesus Christ. He understands your suffer- 
ing because He has borne it all before you did.”’ 

Our first American soldier, General George C. 
Marshall, adds: ‘‘War is a burden to be carried on 
a steep and bloody road; and only strong nerves 
and determined spirits, like the spirit of a Man 
who long ago carried the heavy burden of a Cross 
up a steep and bloody road to His own Crucifixion, 
may endure.” 

Closing a half century of foreign missionary ser- 
vice with six months in a Japanese jail Dr. James 
Myers wondered why God sent him so much 
suffering after so much service until these two 
texts came to comfort his heart: ‘‘All things work 
together for good to those who love the Lord,’’ 
and ‘“‘What I do thou knowest not now, but 
thou shalt know hereafter.’’ Is some soldier ask- 
ing, Where was God when my buddy died? The 
answer comes back, Just where He was when His 
only-begotten Son _ died. 


‘“‘We would seef/Jesus, the great Rock foundation 
Whereon our ’feet were set by sovereign grace; 


Nor life nor death with all their agitation 
Can thence remove us, if we see His face.” 


The Prayer Of The Captain Of 


Our Salvation 


Indeed, by looking to Jesus we see the perfec 
example of the prayer of the soldier. When tip 
Greeks came saying, “Sirs we would see Jesus” 
our. Lord realized afresh all that He must undergo 
in order to be the Saviour of the world. “Except 
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die” 
He mused, “it abideth alone: but if it die ; 
bringeth forth much fruit. He that loveth his lif, 
shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this 
world shall keep it unto life eternal .. . Now js 
my soul troubled. And what ghall I say: Father 
save me from this hour? me this cause came 
I unto this hour: Father glo Thy Name.” 


Soldiers, here is the perfect expression of the 
prayer that has been forming in your hearts and 
trembling upon your lips. Here is the model for 
the prayer of our grandfathers in grey and in 


blue and our boys in khaki, in green and in 


white. In the great war that God is waging for 
the souls of men our Lord Jesus Christ prayed 
for courage to dare and grace to bear. Yea He 
prayed until He sweat as it were great drops 
of blood and angels came to minister to Him in 
the Garden of Gethsemane. The flesh shrank from 
the awful ordeal, but the grace of God conquered 
in His prayer. ‘‘Father if it be possible let this 
cup pass from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but 
thine be done. Father, glorify Thy Name.” 


The Captain of our Salvation is leading on- 
ward the marching files of the sons of God. 
The example of His heroism as well as the pres 
ence of His Spirit moves His disciples to endure 
hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. Amid 
the fagots and the flames of .the martyrs a 
among the bombs and shells and shot of battle 
Jesus has ever been the Leader serving His own 


with the fine charm of the courageous. God has 


given Him for a witness to the people, a leader 
and a commander to the people. He is the Leader 
who will encourage and ennoble every life that 
follows. 


Anywhere, everywhere, fear I cannot know, 
Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go. 


Soldier, as you find in this text the perfect 
example for your prayer, look deeper and find 
here also the prayer that leads to your salvation. 
If Christ had turned His back upon His via 
dolorosa, if He had refused the cup of agony and 
the burden of the Cross, if His ultimate prayer 
had been Father save me from this hour our ulti- 
mate fate would have been damnation. 


There was no other good enough 
To pay the debt of sin 3 
He only could unlock the gate of heaven 
And let us in. 


Christ swapped places with us. He bore our sills 
in His own body on the tree. He who knew no sil 


was made sin for us that we might be made the 


righteousness of God in Him. Jesus Christ, Jesus 


- Christ alone, is our righteousness in the presence 


of God now. As Anselm of Canterbury taught the 
men of old, we place the death of Christ between 
us and our sins, between us and the punishment 
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we deserve, between us and the wrath of God. 
for in His great final prayer Christ willed to 
place Himself between us and the destruction we 
jeserved, to take our burden upon His own shoul- 
ders and to bear our punishment on His cross. 
And when as our representative up from the grave 
He arose He became the Lord Our Righteousness, 
the ground of our forgiveness living in Heaven 
to intercede for us. The same Christ who ulti- 
mately prayed for the Cross on Calvary Hill that 
on that Cross He might die to save you and me, is 
today pleading on the basis of that Cross for your 
salvation. 


The late Reverend John R. Mackay, an esteemed 
minister of the Free Church of Scotland once said 
that it seemed as he looked into his own heart 


he could see only darkness, guilt and pride. “But 
then” said he, “I remembered that Christ is a 
Prophet who can dispel my darkness, Christ is 
a Priest who can remove my guilt, Christ is a 
King who can humble my pride. And I said it 
were good that Christ and I should meet.” 


“Lo, the incarnate God ascended 
Pleads the merits of His blood: 
Venture on Him, venture wholly 
Let no other trust intrude 
None but Jesus can do the guilty sinner good.” 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
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(Scripture: Gen. 39:2 - 41:38) 


“And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a 
prosperous man; and he was in the house of his 
master the Egyptian. 

And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we 
find such an one as this is, a man in whom the 
Spirit of God is?” 


On- 
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If an intelligent savage, walking along the shore 
line, should see a knife, washed up from the sea, 
and should examine it, there would be an in- 
evitable conclusion. As he looked at the smooth 
handle and saw how it would fit his hand, as he 
noticed the rivets and finally discovered the blade 
that could be pulled out of the shielding handle, 
leader Mand would stop at exactly the righ place for serv- 
eader Mice, blunt on one side, sharp on the other: the 
» that Mi whole appearance of the knife would convince him 

that it did not just happen, that it was not some- 
thing just washed up from the depths of the sea. 
OW, MThat knife had been designed by some one with 
a mind like his own. 
aw As we look out upon the universe with its 
order, its frictionless procedure, its quiet continu- 


“<or ance, there begins to form in the human mind 
ol a conviction. As you look at a tree, breathing 


sraye! through its leaves, protected by its bark, sending 
r ulti out its hidden roots, drawing water and chemicals, 
: the very strength of life, from the soil; in season 
its fruit forming and moving to perfection, this 
conviction is certified. 


Think of the sea gull, with its tight fitting 
n feathers, his. well oiled body, the span of his 
Wings, the web of his feet. See him quite at home 
far out to sea, every equipment that he has con- 


r sil@tributes to the sustaining of life in the environ- 
no sil@ment where he is found. 

le the 

Jest All these, and a million voices more, speak of a 


“yo Wesigner behind the physical universe, a mind. 


es, the Maker and Builder is God. 
tweel 


nme It is an easy and inevitable step from this 


“f Finding And Following God’s Plan 


By Dr. Samuel McPh. Glasgow* 


thought to the fact that God must have a plan 
for human life, His highest creation. And our 
study here in the life of Joseph leads us to find 
and follow God’s plan. God has a plan for every 
individual life. Our lives, according to the Master 
mind that made us, fit into the day and destiny 
of our generation. There is a task reserved for 
us. God does not work at haphazards. He is a 
God of order and plan. We are given life. We are 
given life with a purpose. And as we find and 
fulfill that purpose, life is rounded out in its 
rich completion. No other man can fulfill my life 


plan. 


How serious this makes life. It lifts it above 
the low levels of chance and caprice, and we 
realize we are a part of the thought and purpose 
of an Infinite God, that He has created us, that 
He may feed our lives into the movement and 
success of His Kingdom upon earth, His plan for 
the world. 


How safe this makes life, when we realize our 
lives are in the keeping of Him Who marks the 
sparrows’ fall. Under His great Infinite hand 
we can be sure that life will move on through 
threatenings, through change, through sorrow or 
sufferings, through joy or blessing, to His chosen 


consummation. 


How stirring this makes life. Here the boy 
Joseph, when still a lad, dreams dreams. God 
sends a flash into the soul of the boy. The sheaves 
will bow down to his sheaf. The sun and moon 
and stars will yield him homage. His parents and 
his brethren will be dependent upon him and 
acknowledge his greatness. | 


Here is a call to every parent, with a son and 
daughter and their destinies. God has a plan for 
their lives and His plan compasses their largest 
possible life. He may reverse our small and un- 
worthy program. Instead of the son becoming 


a money prince at home, he may become a prince 


with God on some distant African shore or in 
far away China. It matters not, so long as the 
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voice is clear that calls, and we are sure that it is’ 


God Whom we are following. 


No human interference can thwart that plan. 


Nothing, absolutely nothing can stand across its 
path: robbers, shipwreck, scourgings, bitter. 


enemies, without and within the church, plots, 


municipality, state and national authorities’ de- | 


termination to destroy, a howling mob throwing 
dust into the air, could not even halt the apostle 


Paul in kis steady, forward movement on schedule . 
time, fulfilling God’s plan for his splendid life 


until he reached Rome, preaching to Caesar’s 
household, fulfilling his destiny promised him by 
God. 


No human interference can thwart the plan. — 
The enmity of older and stronger brothers, a 
father’s rebuke, being sold into slavery, though he | 


pled with anguish in his eyes, being a slave in 
Potiphar’s house, vilely tempted by Potiphar’s 
wife, finally lied upon by her, prisoner, forgotten 
through the years,—all this, and more, does not 


thwart the promise made to the lad Joseph in his — 


boyish dreams. Joseph does not rebel. He never 
becomes bitter and is ready to curse God and 
quit. The blows that cruelly beat upon him only 
reveal the inner gold of his soul. He has a trust 
in God. He believes God, when the way is only a 


blind alley. He waits there with God. What God © 
can do if we refuse to quit and give Him time to | 


work His holy purpose! 


When we cooperate, the plan is consummated. 
It always conserves God’s glory and our blessing. 
Events begin to move rapidly toward a climax 
for Josenh. Pharaoh dreams. The butler remem- 
bers. Joseph appears in the king’s presence. When 
the hour struck, Joseph was ready. He had been 
preparing for it through all the years: patient, 
obedient, self-respecting, reverance and devotion 
for God. Through the years he has been keeping 
his heart pure, his head clear, his hand ready. 


When the hour struck, he was on the alert. Typ 
danger is, we shall grow weary of the schoo 
days. The hour of promised greatness delays jt, 
coming. Short cuts and temporary honors lyre 
And then when the hour strikes, we are not ready, 


Unless we are willing to trust and folloy 
through the slavery, the temptation, the prison. 
house, we can never wear the signet ring of powe 
or fulfill God’s plan for our lives. 


Pharaoh gave Joseph a new and significan 
name: Zaph-Nath-Paaneah. The name means “the 
Saviour of the world.’’ Joseph, who linked his lif 

- with God, without reservation, and carried through, 
became the saviour of his father and brethrey 
and Pharaoh and his nation and of the nations, 
the pivotal head, the key personality, of the age, 


Joseph’s brethren tried to forget. Potiphar for. 
got, the butler forgot. But God never forgets His 
own. 


Sometimes, it looks as though the night had 
settled without a single star visible. Stand firn,. 
Have patience. The chariot of God and God's 
blessing is awaiting you, just a little further 
on. 


And mark this solemn closing thought. God's 


_plan moves on, either with your cooperation or 
over top of it. If those to whom He entrusts the 
great privileges of life are faithful and falter not, 
He moves to the consummation, His own glory 
and their blessing, and the blessing’ of others. 
Over the jealousy of his brethren, their thorough 
selfishness, selling him into slavery, the temp- 
tations and trials of the court and the years of 
obscurity and loneliness. He moves always for- 
ward with the steady unfolding, of His holy plan 
for the life that trusts and obeys. 


*Independent Presbyterian Church, Savannah, 
Georgia. 


The Living 


lee OF Life 


By Rev. George B. Hammond* 


Being the Doctrinal Sermon on the subject of “Stewardship,” preached at the 
Meeting of the Presbytery of Asheville, on January 11, 1943. 


(Continued From February Issue) 


Some few years ago, a man retired after fifty 
years’ service with a great corporation. It was 
probably the only firm he had ever worked for. 
He retired on a small pension after receiving an 
adequate but modest salary. He might have been 
well-to-do, not because he had once held one of 
the three key positions with the company before 
his health broke and he took the more modest po- 
sition, but because, as the concern was growing 
and he was on the inside in an important place, 
he could have bought up the stock very advan- 
tageously. The reason he did not do so was that 
the corporation, as one of its subsidiary activities 
ran several barrooms. In earning his salary, he 
did an honest day’s work in what he felt was a 
worthy as well as profitable department, but if he 
accepted dividends, which would have _ included 


profits made in the barrooms, he would be a part- 
‘ner in such an enterprise. To him such a thing 
was unworthy of a Christian. Three years ago | 
was in contact with that business and I said to 
-one of the men that my first job was with them 
and that I had worked for Mr. X. The man’s face 
immediately lit up and he began at once to tell 
how much he thought of him. All through that 
great corporation men and women respected the 
consistent living of that man, and he had dore 
more to magnify Christ and honor God than he 
could ever have done by making great sums of 
money and donating part of it. Christian steward- 
ship of life had meant less money but more glory 
to God. 
There is another case of two Presbyterian él 
ders of a previous generation. They owned the 
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najority of the stock of a profitable business on 
the West Coast. The trust that had a monopoly in 
the rest of the country offered to buy out the 
holdings of the two men at a good figure. The 
man said they were willing to sell but that a lot 
of their friends, some widows. and people with 
little money, had invested their savings in the 
business because they had faith in the two 
brothers. So they refused to sell unless all the in- 
vestors shared alike. The trust said they were 
only interested in controlling 51 percent, and that 
¢ the men would not sell, then their great mo- 


nopoly with nation-wide resources would start a 


rate war in that section that would ruin the two 
men financially forever. The reply was courageous: 
“We will keep faith with those who trusted us.” 
The principle of stewardship under God was to 
sand and their lives would honor Him whatever 
the cost. The end of the story, however, was a 


pleasant one. They were strong enough to stand © 


up under the strain and eventually the govern- 
ment, through the Sherman Anti-trust Law broke 
up the monopoly. | 


The same principle would hold in a good many 


ways. Incidents could be cited of men who made 


less money because they paid their workers better 
wages, or provided better working conditions. 
Again it was the use of the life that honored God, 
not the amount of the money. It is the living use 
of life, some of it coined into money, some not, 
but all used for God’s glory. 

The next question that arises after the money 
is earned is how much or what percent to give 
away. There are three principles to guide. Paul 
wrote to the early Christians: “Now concerning 
the collection ... let each one of you lay by— 
as he may prosper.”’ So the first guidepost is that 
aman should give according to what he receives. 
The second is the tithe of the early Jews. Not that 
of the Jews of Christ’s day who had made the 
tithe a technical thing, but its original meaning. 
A Jew burned on the altar a tenth of what, he 
earned to show that the whole belonged to God. 
The gift is given to show that the life is God’s. 
And the last guidepost is that the amount given 
is in response to love. “Ye were bought with a 
price.” In the light of that value what are other 
values? 

You will note that certain usual motives for 


giving are left out. Need is not mentioned. It has © 


its place but it cannot be a true measure. of the 
amount to be given. One has but to go to some 
countries as a foreign missionary and see the 


abject poverty to know that need can be no. 


measure. The missionary could give every nickel 
he has and all the missionaries could give every 


penny they could lay their hands on, and the > 


level of living would not be raised enough for 
anyone to know that anything had happened. A 


man cannot meet all the need he sees, only that | 


for which he feels God makes him responsible. 
Also you will note that there is no place in Chris- 
ian Stewardship for appeals to pride, or the com- 
petitive spirit. It does not depend on what others 
give, nor should outside pressure or compulsion 
have any place, only the compulsion of love and 
gratitude that wells up from within. 

As the standard of the world’s measure of suc- 
cess may lead astray in the life of a steward, so 
modern business practices, all right in their place, 


may lead into wrong practices when brought into — 


the church. When a business wants to expand, 
pressure is put on the sales agency. Quotas are as- 


signed and must be met—or else. Rewards are 
offered. The heat is turned on. Often attempts are 
made by the same means to make people give to 
church causes. Sometimes individual pride is ap- 
pealed to, but more often church quotas are as- 
signed and group pride is the motive. Instead of 
giving to the glory of God, men give that their 
own church may glory over the rest. Let us turn 
again to the early church. Was not that the temp- 
tation that caused the downfall of Ananias? The 
apostle said, ‘‘Before you sold the property was it 
not your own?” No compulsion. “‘When it was 
sold, was it not at your disposal?” No quota re- 
quired. The sin then lay in the lie which was an 
attempt to get credit for giving the whole amount 
when only part was given. But look at what 
caused that sin. Is the answer not found at the 
end of the previous chapter? Barnabas had sold 
a farm and brought the whole price to the apostles, 
and Ananias wanted to be thought as generous. 
How dangerous is that motive. | 

Take, now an illustration of the other way of 
working. A Red Cross drive for funds was on. 
The first re-action was a cry against the size of 
the quota. It was almost twice that of the neigh- 
boring city. But the answer was given to the 
leadergein the town and the executives in the mill 
to pay no attention to the quota. If it was over- 
paid, fine, if not, never mind, that was what our 
people wanted to give. The next question was as 
to dividing the total, how much to the business 
district, how much to the mill, how much to the 
schools. Again the decision was not to set quotas, 
but to try to put the appeal to each individual. 
The usual way had been to ask for so much from 
each group, even sometimes to a specified amount 
from each department of a concern. What would 
happen was that the department would produce 
the sum asked, but no more. At times the super- 
intendent would put on the pressure to save him- 
self, and the men reluctantly gave. At others, the 
boss would just wait and give, himself, whatever 
was lacking to make the total. It was like some 
churches where the richer members wait to see 
what is needed, rather than give what the Lord 
might ask them regardless of other gifts. The re- 
sult astonished everyone, including the man who 
had urged the plan. As the amounts began to 
come in, it was found that they were almost . 
doubling the quota asked for. This was done in a 
Red Cross campaign where the only appeal was to 
the individual’s response to the calls of Patriotism 
and Humanity. The church has all that and how 
much more! Redemption! The love of God! 

And now finally to the last problem in dealing 
with money, after it has been earned and the pro- 
portion is set aside. How shall it be distributed 
among all the calls that come? The best rule I 
know is that of a friend who says: “I give my 
money where I give my life.” It is the word that 
came to Lowell’s Sir Launfal in the Vision. The 
leper standing before him has suddenly become 
his Saviour as he speaks: 


“The Holy Supper is kept, indeed, 

In whatso we share with another’s need: 

Not what we give, but what we share— 

For the gift without the giver is bare; 

Who gives himself with his alms feeds three— 
Himself, this hungering neighbor, and Me.” 


The Lord’s Table spread before us, our giving in 
the light of our redemption, are all one. We are 
at the heart of the doctrine. 
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But here again we find human tendencies that | 


cut across the application of the doctrine. In this 
case it is from two directions, the tendency on 
the part of the individual to avoid responsibility, 
and the human desire to run the lives of others. 
Strangely enough it is here that our standards of 
doctrine and church government give their only 
word on this subject and yet our church practices 
are far away. As has been said, our standards 
speak little, and the only inspiration I could find 
as to the doctrine of stewardship was that the re- 
sponsibility was on the individual. There is, of 


course, the necessity and wisdom of giving advice, | 


but certainly in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
it has become a rigid rule that is unbending. It is 
not without cause that President Caldwell, of 
Louisville Seminary, refers to our percentage 
table for the distribution of benevolences as “a 
Sacred Cow,”’ saying in substance, that no Hindoo 
venerates his sacred cow more than our Church 
does its percentages. 

If it were a matter of debate and argument, 
this would supply the reductio ad absurdum. 
Take for example the upheaval in our nation, that 
followed Pearl Harbor, and its result in the allo- 
eation of church funds through percentages— 
nothing. Perhaps one might make allowances and 
say that it couldn’t be changed till the new church 
year began five months later. But was it? Five 
months after Pearl Harbor, we began a church 
year on a basis that was begun to be set six 
months before that date, was further confirmed 
two months before, and practically settled one 
month before; so for seventeen months after- 
wards the Church ran on a Pre- Pearl Harbor 
basis—and still does! Is there any other corpora- 
tion doing business in sixteen states and six for- 
eign countries that still allocates its budget be- 
tween its various branches and forms of work on 
a pre-war basis? In fairness it must be said that 
two attempts were made to change this. The For- 
eign Mission Committee tried to get free from a 


complete domination by the percentages and some 


Presbyteries accepted the ruling, but others, such 
as this one, did not. The Home Mission Committee 
did succeed with the Home Mission Emergency 
Campaign, but how far only a Philadelphia lawyer 
could say. There is a rare combination of 27% 
percent of 50 percent, plus the special receipts of 
the week of prayer and self-denial, plus the drive 
for a quarter of a million per year for the Emer- 
gency Campaign. Certainly no mere layman under- 
stands how the collection taken during that spe- 
cial week will be credited among those three sys- 
tems. Probably there is just about one man in 
every Presbytery who knows. And the two-thirds 
of a percent—which is really a request for two- 
thirds (and one-third) of 50 percent, or one-third 
and one-sixth—how was that arrived at? Why not 
.¢ and .3 to avoid the fraction, or leave it in 
whole numbers altogether? It may be some sort 
of superior wisdom that can draw such a fine dis- 
tinction between the value of two great types of 
work, or is it the result of a balance of power, 
each seeking a larger share? Somehow the wisdom 
of the “fathers and brethren” is not impressive 
in this case. 


The danger of this tendency to shift responsi- 
bility from the individual has been brought home 
recently. Some years ago during the depression I 
talked to an elder about what his church was 
going to do to replace their minister who had left. 
His comment was: “Oh, we can get almost any- 
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body we want for any price we want to pay.” 


There was no sense of responsibility to Provide 


adequately for the needs of the minister’s family 


nor any responsibility to provide employment at 
a time when so many men were thrown out of 


- work. I thought this was an isolated case till | 


read the recent article by Dr. Patton, the Seer. 
tary for Stewardship, in which he said that 55 
percent of our ministers are paid less than street. 
car operators in Atlanta. The point is not tha 


many of us may be worth less, but that such ap 


overwhelming part of the Church has lost any 
sense of responsibility in the case that is closes 


to them. They had met the budget (Presbytery 


had approved the pastor’s salary), had set quotas 


and percentages, forgetting completely that there 


was personal responsibility. There is a grave dap. 
ger when matters become the responsibility of , 
group. Men are not saved that way. 


But out of that fog, let us turn to something 
clear, the individual is saved by his Lord. His life 


belongs to God, and his living use of life is his 
responsibility. He cannot dodge that responsibility 


by turning his money over to a corporation to 
make his decisions. Part of personal responsibility 


is to be informed. Part of the responsibility of 
pastors and elders is to instruct, to impart infor. 
mation, to train stewards in the administration of 


their trusts, not to assume it for them. How can 


we know how much God’s mercy has meant toa 
man and what the response of his heart should be, 
and is not the Holy Spirit his also? It gets back 


again to our text, “Ye are not your own for ye 
were bought with a price.’”? Each must decide for 


himself. 


As an illustration of this, a story has come. A 


well-known preacher was making an appeal for 
funds before a large congregation, and, to make 
it more effective invited them to bring their gifts 


and lay them on the altar. The aisle was filled 


with people who came bringing their offerings. A 
little girl came slowly toward the front. She pull- 


ed a little ring from her finger and laid it with 


the other gifts on the altar. Adjusting her crutch 
she started back up the aisle. After the service 


the minister sent an usher to ask her into the 


church office. He met her there and said: “My 
dear, I’ saw the thing which you did tonight. It 
was beautiful, but, you know, the response of the 
people tonight was large, and we have money 
enough to take care of all the things we want to 


do, so we don’t need your ring, and I have brought 


it back to you.”’ The little girl made no movement 
to reach for it but looked up with hurt in her eyes 


as well as rebuke in her voice as she said, “But! 


didn’t give it ‘to you.” 


“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


We are driven again to the heart of our faith. 
Our lives belong to God, by creation and provi 
dence, and greatly by redemption. It is therefore 
ours to use them in their entirety for our Lords 
honor and glory, to magnify Him, in the way Wwe 
make our money, in the amount to be set aside 
and in the distribution of it. In the presence 0 
the Lord’s Table, and what it brings to mind of 
our unworthiness and His mercy and goodness 10 


_ us, all values take their rightful place—that He 


may be all in all. 
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Two Types Of Christians 


By Rev. W. C. Cooper* 


Text: Gen. 18:1; 19:1. “Abraham sat in the 
jor of his tent,” “Lot sat in the gate of Sodom.” 


Abraham and Lot represented two types of 
christians. Lot was living for this world; Abraham 
yas living for the Kingdom of God here and the 


yorld to come. 


Lot chose the heathen city where sins 
sbounded and were already crying out to God for 
vengeance. The gate of an Oriental city was used 
fr market place, social mingling, and also for 
holding courts and doing official business. How 
lot was engaged we do not know, but we do 
inow that he was a citizen of the corrupt city 
of Sodom, mingling with the people in places of 
business, pleasure, and legal controversy. He was 
identified with the life of the city so that some 
of his daughters married into families of Sodom. 


Lot is set forth in the Scriptures as the type 
of the worldly minded Christians. How do we 
know that Lot was a child of God? He must not 
have impressed some members of His family, his 
friends, and fellow citizens in Sodom that he was 
a Christian. The world would not know today that 
Lot was a christian if Peter had not told us. (2 


Peter 2:7-8). 


There are many in the Church today whose 
lives are not different from the people of the 
world. Their habits are the same. Their speech is 
the same. Their pleasures are the same. Their 
ideas and methods are the same; and you would 
not know that they were christians if somebody 
had not told you. 

On the other hand Abraham was living for 
God and the world to come. Abraham sat in the 
door of his lonely tent which proclaimed him a 
stranger and pilgrim in the earth. He felt no call 
to identify himself with this world’s corrupt social 
and political life, but heard the call of God to be 
separate, to come out from the world and walk 
apart with God. Thus Abraham becomes the type 
of the spiritually minded christian, the separated 
christian, who has set his affections not on the 
things on earth but on things above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. 

God’s call is always a call to separation. The 
word CHURCH means called out, separated from 
the mass of evil mankind, and God in using this 
word has given us His conception of the christian 


life. The Old Testament was intended partly to — | 


put a wall of separation between the children of 
God and the children of the world. In the New 
Testament we find the same call, ‘Wherefore, 
come out from among them and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing and 
I will receive you, and ye shall be my sons and 
eee saith the Lord Almighty.” (II. Cor. 
What sort of separation is intended? Not neces- 
sarily physical but moral and spiritual. Separation 
from all of the world’s ungodly ways, from every- 
thing that is opposed to the will of God, that 
would lower the level of your spiritual life, cripple 
your spiritual power and influence and witness 
for Christ, everything that would make you forget 
you are to be distinguished from the children of 
the world. This is God’s call to every christian. 


1. The Separate Life Is The 
Useful Life. 


Trouble overtook Lot who mingled so freely with 
the world. War was declared against Sodom. Lot 
and other citizens of Sodom, with their property 
were captured and taken away. Abraham, the 
separated man of God, comes to the rescue and 
sets Lot at liberty. 

God plans for every christian to be useful. 
“Ye are the light of the world.” “Ye are the salt 
of the earth.” “Out of you shall flow rivers of 
living water.’”? You will be useful just in pro- 
portion as you walk in the footsteps of Abraham. 

To whom do you turn for help when trouble 
comes? Sickness, sorrow, disappointment, and dis- 
tress! Whom do you call to pray for you in that 
hour? To the Abraham—the separated christian, 
or the worldly, pleasure loving, indifferent chris- 
tian? Cut loose from the entangling alliances with 
the world and God will bless you and you shall 
be a blessing. 

Abraham was useful in that he had power with 
God in prayer. God told Abraham His purpose 
concerning Sodom. Six times Abraham prayed and 
Lot was saved, although he lost part of his family 
and all his worldly goods and property. So far as 


the record goes, Lot did not have a family altar 


—he had no time or taste for family worship. 

Too many christian homes, with their affections 
set on the world, seeking its honors, pleasures, 
and rewards, having no time or inclination for 
daily prayers and religious instruction. When loss 
of part of their family comes someday there will 
be no power or presence of God to deliver, help, 
strengthen, or comfort. 


2. The Separated Life Is The 
Only Happy Life. 


Lot did not find much happiness in Sodom— 
found excitement. He was too much the child of 
God to feel fully at home, but not enough to 
move away—stayed and “vexed his righteous soul 
from day to day with their unlawful deeds.” (2 
Peter 2:8). 

Today many christians have just enough re- 
ligion to make them miserable as the world can 
never satisfy. Abraham was truly happy, a happi- 
ness the world could not give or disturb, for God 
said to him, ‘‘Abraham, my friend.” In this happy 
relationship, God gave to Abraham a_ fuller 
revelation of Himself and His purposes. Abraham 
was told God’s plans. Lot living among the worldly 
people, knew nothing of it until the angels came 
to take him away. He was too busy listening to 
the voices of the world to hear the still small voice 
of God. 

The natural man of this world is too occupied 
with the things of this world to understand God’s 
voice and language. Listen to God _ speaking 
through the great Apostle Paul, “The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness unto him, neither can he 
know them for they are spiritually discerned.” 
(1 Cor. 


3. The Separated Life Brings A Blessed 
Home, Family And Glorious End. 
Abraham had the blessed privilege of entertaining 
God and the holy angels. What a miserable night 
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Lot and the angel visitors spent in his home—the 


wrong environment and setting for God’s mes- 
sengers. How are you treating God in your home? 
Is God lighting up your home with His blessed 
presence? 

Speaking of the homes—Abraham’s heirs be- 
came a blessing to the whole earth. Even today 
Wwe owe our religion, our Savior, in part at least, 
to faithful Abraham. On the other hand, lot lost 
the finest things in life, honor, prayer, 
virtue, all his family except two daughters, and 
it would have been better for them, better for 
Lot, and better for the world if they had perished 
too. For by these two daughters Lot became the 
father of Moab and Ammon, thus the fore-father 
of the Moabites and the Ammonites, the idolaters. 

If you and your 
worldly people, living for the pleasures and re- 


faith, 


family are living with the 


wards of this world, PLEASE consider the effect 
of such a life on your relation to God, on your 


children, and through them on the race in the 


future. They are going to walk in your steps 
take the safe way. : 


Abraham died a blessing to all the human rag 
and entered a city that had foundations, whos 
maker and builder is God. Lot “escape for yoy 
life’ commanded the angel. His last days wer 
full of shame and sorrow. 


Which of these two types of christians are yoy? 
Which type does the world see in you, your family 
Jesus Christ the Lord and Master? Let each of Is 
walk by faith with Abraham the Father of the 
Faithful, in a life separated unto God. 


*Gastonia, N.. C. 


The Bible A Sword 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker* 


Texts: Eph. 6:17, “Sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God.” Heb. 4:12, “Sharp, two- 


edged sword.” Rev. 1:16, “Out of His mouth went 


a sharp, two-edged sword.”’ | 
Two pictures I would like us to see: 


The first is a scene in Pilgrims’ Progress. The | 


traveller came upon a man with his sword drawn. 


Just had a terrific battle with three men who had 
beset his pathway. Greatheart asks to see his . 


sword. “‘Ha, ha,” he said, “a right Jerusalem 


blade.”’ Valiant replied: “‘Let a man have one of | 


these blades with a hand to wield it and skill to 


use it, and he may venture upon an angel with it. — 


Its edge will never blunt. It will cut flesh and 


bones and soul and spirit and all.’”’ The Sword of | 


the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 


The second is that great scene in the wilder- 
ness. Our great adversary is there and our great 
Champion is there. They join battle. Three times 
the Sword.-flashes and our adversary is put to 
flight. Christ, our Champion, had an arm to wield 
and skill to use the Sword of the Spirit. 


“Let me see thy sword,” I would say to the 
Church and to the Christian as we go forth to 
fight the battle of life. If you have the right 
sword, and can use it, the battle is yours. 


I. The Bible is our best defensive weapon— 
and we must defend ourselves. 

The greatest mistake a general can make, ac- 
cording to Robert E. Lee, is to underestimate the 
strength of the enemy. That mistake has been 
made by many in the present war. England and 
France underestimated the strength of Germany; 
Germany underestimated the strength of Russia; 
we laughed at the power of Japan. | 

The greatest mistake a Christian can make is to 
underestimate the strength of his enemies—not 
one, but many. 

Lots of people laugh at the devil and even try 
to persuade you that there is no such person. 

People laugh at sin. It is the starting point of 
many jokes. They seem to think that it is a mat- 
ter of little importance. They underestimate its 
power, its consequences, its hold on the human 
race. 

Many are blind to the snares and pitfalls and 


temptations of this world. They even think that, 


the world is a friend, instead of a foe. 


Multitudes are unaware of the depravity of the 
human heart, its weakness, wickedness and de. 


- ceitfulness. They mistake culture and civilization 


for real character. 

But the Bible never makes any of these sad 
mistakes. It fore-warns us, and thus fore-arms us. 

In its description of Satan we get the picture, 
not of a weak and cowardly; contemptible, and 
easily defeated enemy, but of a mighty foe, with 
all the shrewdness and skill of a great general, at 
the head of a powerful army. The god of this 
world is described in no uncertain terms. We are 
warned of his power and illustration after illus- 
tration of his tactics and cunning are given. 

In its description of sin the Bible is very plain. 
Its poisonous nature, its devastating effects upon 
men and nations, its incurable sickness, its awful 
burden, its sorrow and suffering—the death that 
always comes—all this, and much more, is given 
in detail, with pictures from life. 

Its description of the world reveals all the dan- 
gers which surround us while we are in this 
world—a world held in the lap of the evil one— 
and used by him to tempt and distract and draw 
us away from God. 

It reveals the humiliating depravity and de- 
ceitfulness of the human heart, a heart “deceitful 
and desperately wicked.’’ Man is helpless, dead in 
trespasses and sins, led captive by Satan, full of 
sin, “‘wounds, bruises, and putrifying sores.” It 1s 
not a pleasant picture, but a true one. 

Not only does it defend us by enlightening us 
as to the true nature of our enemies, but it be 
comes in our hands a weapon with which to partly 
the thrusts of our enemy, to withstand the as 
saults of sin, to strengthen us to meet the temp 
tations of the world and the weakness of our own 
hearts. It stands guard as the sword of a soldier 
parries the sword of his antagonist. 

II. The Bible is also our best offensive weap0l. 
It is a “two-edged’’ sword. 

We not only want to keep off the enemy, but 
overcome him. We look for victory, victory ove 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, both as indi 
viduals, and as a church. Joseph Parker once said 
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when someone spoke of defending the Bible: 
“Tyrn it loose, it is like a lion, it will defend 
self.’ We want to “turn it loose,” preach the 


Word, in season, out of season; it will take care 


of itself and “win the war.” Here certainly, “the 
best defense is a vigorous offense.” | 


How shall we conquer the lies and falsehood of 
the world? Is it not by vigorously proclaiming the 
truth? Satan is the father of lies and he has filled 
deceive even the elect, and has succeeded in de- 
ceiving the vast masses of men. The pure un- 
adulterated truth of God’s Word is our best wea- 
pon. If we know the truth, the truth will set us 


free. 


What is the best way to meet and defeat the 
‘mmorality and impurity of a world soaked in sin? 
To arrest and put in jail? If it were possible, to 
pump out the filth and empty the foul souls? 
These are but half-way measures, even though 


they could be used. The heart must not only be 


emptied, but filled. Jesus taught the “peril of the 
empty heart”? in His story of the man who swept 
his home but left it empty and it was soon filled 
with worse spirits than he had before, and “the 
last state of the man was worse than the first.”’ 
No!.We must fill the minds and hearts of people 
with the positive purity and active goodness of 
the Word. 


How can we most effectively defend ourselves 
against the prevalent unbelief and skepticism and 
infidelity of our modern world? Is it not to know 
our Bibles and preach the word? 


Dr. Dobyns tells the story of how one giant in 
the use of the Bible met and defeated an eager 
atheist in whose home he was entertained during 
a meeting of the General Assembly. It was not by 
argument but a skillful thrust of the Sword that 
he brought the enemy to his knees, not only fig- 
uratively, but actually. He simply looked this man 
in the face and in a voice of deep conviction said: 
“He that believeth on Him is not condemned, but 
he that believeth not is condemned already be- 
cause he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.’ Several weeks after 
the pastor of the church where the Assembly had 


met was awakened by the persistent ringing of 


the door bell. On going to the door he found the 
man who had constantly proclaimed his unbelief 
for so many years and who had sought to engage 
the visiting minister in argument, now trembling 
and under deep conviction, seeking to confess 
Jesus Christ as his Lord and Master. The Sword 
of the Spirit used in simple faith had found its 
way to his heart. 


“The best way to defend the Bible is to teach 
the Bible.” 


What is the best way to get drunkenness out of 
our land? Now, I believe in laws to control and 
regulate, just as I believe in laws to control other 
evils — [I believe in Prohibition, and am not 


ashamed that I do. But the better way is to get 


people to hate and abhor drunkenness as the Bible 
does, and to have the temperance and self-control 
the Word demands. 3 


What is the best way to get our Sabbath back? 
ere, too, I believe in law, but if we could have 
areal revival and get our people to love the Lord 


the world with his children. If possible, he would’ 


and His House and His worship, they would de- 
mand the Day again. 


How shall we get rid of covetousness, and greed, 
and dishonesty; of hatred and malice and ill-will; 
of selfishness and fear and a thousand other de- 
mons which beset our lives and the lives of our 
fellow-men? The Word of God is our only sure 
hope of victory. “Preach the Word.” 


In the nineteenth chapter of Acts we have some 
fine illustrations of how “mightily” the Word of 
God prevailed. How it conquered evil spirits in 
the hearts and lives of many men; how it brought 
about the bonfire of bad books; how it overcame 
bad business; how it met and defeated bad re- 
ligions. Would that we who have the same ene- 
mies of Church and God and Christian, would re- 
member that the Word will prevail in 1944 just 
as it did in 44, if we will use it as the early 
Christians did and preach it as they preached it. 


III. It is not only our defensive and offensive 
weapon, but it is our spiritual weapon. 


We are not to take the sword as Mohammed 
took it, or as the Church has taken it in the bloody 
days when Christians killed each other and thought 
they did God service. The pages of Church His- 
tory are stained with much blood—to the shame 
of the Church. “They that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword.”’ 


The Bible is our Spiritual Sword. 


Its Author is the Holy Spirit. No wonder its 
blade is keen. Here is no tempered blade forged 
in Damascus, or England, or Germany, or Japan, 
but forged in Heaven. “It is living and active 
and sharper than a two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.’”? As David said 
of the sword of Goliath, ‘“‘There is none like it.” 


It can only be used by Spirit-filled men. They 
alone can have the arm to wield it and the skill 
to use it. I was much struck by what one man 
said in the day when the Reformation was just 
beginning: “A man can learn more in ten min- 
utes from the Holy Spirit than in ten years at 
the University of Paris.” The Holy Spirit alone 
can interpret it; the Holy Spirit alone can make 
it pierce the hearts and minds and consciences of 
men. 


The question for each of us is: how can I use 
the Word so as to conquer my own sin and win 
other sinners to the Saviour who saves me? 


When God wanted to stir all England and Am- 
erica with a great revival He saved a wretched 
bar-tender and filled his heart with His Spirit and 
his lips with the Word and sent George Whitefield 
on his mission. 

When God wanted to write the greatest book 
outside the Bible, He converted a swearing tinker 
and saturated his mind and soul with the Word 
and John Bunyan wrote ‘“Pilgrims’ Progress.” 


When God wanted to draw two continents to 
Himself, He sent D. L. Moody with His Word. 


We are living in dark, difficult, dangerous days. 


| We talk about our “Global War.” But a ‘Global 


War” is no new thing. More universal than even 
our present awful war is the age-long battle be- 
tween evil and good, between Hell and Heaven. 
The battle line reaches into every land, every 
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home, every heart. 


To protect or to conquer; there is only one 
weapon—the sword of the spirit. . 


To the Church and to the Christian I woul 
say again: “Let me see: thy sword.’”? With what 
weapon are you going forth to conquer? Christ 
rides forth with the sharp two-edged sword. Will 
we venture with anything less? 

Do we have “the arm to wield it, and the skill 
to use it?”’ No! But we can find that arm and that 
skill on our knees. Oh, that we might see two 


sights today; one, the Church on her knees wit! 
the open Word before her; the Church with the 
Word in her hand, on her tongue, going forth 
“conquering and to conquer.”’ Then we would gq 
a trembling in the hosts of sin and Satan; the 
we would hear the shouts of victory from Goq 
people—the old battle-cry of “the sword of th 
Lord and of Gideon” would be changed to “+t 
sword of the Lord and of His Church.” | 


*Mount Mourne, N. C. 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster* 


With this issue we begin a Young People’s De- 
partment which will be edited by Rev. W. G. Fos- 
ter, Jr., Pastor of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church of Chattanooga,’ Tenn. His address is 716 
Lewis Street and he will welcome any criticisms 
or suggestions on this’ page. We have of necessity 
given a much briefer treatment for this particular 
month than may be expected in the future. We 
want to make this one of the very finest features 
of our Journal and we believe that will be done. 
Send in your suggestions at once to Brother Fos- 
ter or to us and we will pass them on to him. 


—H.B.D. 


The great mistake that so many of our young 
people are being led to make today is that they 
seek to study some truth of God and to apply it 
to all of their life experience, but they do not 
study that truth nor apply it in the light of the 
Word of God, our only rule for faith and prac- 
tise. 


Our Department of Young People’s Work at 
Richmond, Va., is following a new system of pro- 
grams for our Young People this year. No longer 
do they assign a topic for each Sunday night and 
present material for building a program on that 
topic. This year a theme or topic is chosen for 
emphasis each month of the year, and in the new 
magazine, ‘‘Presbyterian Youth,” all the articles, 
comments, illustrations and plans are concerned 
with the theme for emphasis that month and are 
to be used in planning the programs for that 
month. The theme is broken down into a few sub- 
heads and the young people are to go on from 
there and plan their own programs. 


In this Department for. Young People The Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Journal hopes to help in the 


Young People’s Work of our Church by giving a> 


short treatment of the Scriptural background of 
the theme for the month and the suggested sub- 
heads. This treatment is not intended to replace 
the material of our magazine nor to contradict it, 
but rather to supplement it by presenting the 
Scriptural background of the emphasis of the 
month as a framework of Biblical truth to guide 
those who plan the programs into a Scriptural 
presentation of the theme. 


We sincerely invite your honest criticisms of 
what we are trying to do in this department, and 


we hope that many Directors of Religious Educa- 


tion, Young People’s Workers, Pastors and Offi- 
cers of Young People’s Groups will write in sug- 


vealed it unto us in the Bible, in His holy Wort 


gestions on how we can best serve them, whethe 
they want more suggestions for Bible Study, morg 
about how to apply the themes practically jx 
church and community, or more about what some 
of your problems may be. 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For April 


Seek Ye First The Kingdom 
Of God 


During the first month of our new church year 
it is good for us to be thinking about the truth 
that Christ said must be placed first in c ™ lives 
all the time. This truth that we are emphasizing 
is presented as our theme for the month in the 
very words of Jesus Christ Himself: ‘‘Seek ye firs 
the Kingdom of God.’’ (Matthew 6:33). 


Since the Kingdom of God is going to be ou 
theme for this month, and the center of our plan- 
ning nad programs for the rest of the year we 
certainly must get clearly in our minds at the 
very beginning of the year just what the Kingdom 
of God is and how we may seek it. 


What Is The Kingdom? 


The Bible is full of truth about the Kingdom of 
God, but in the Lord’s Prayer Jesus summed 
what we must keep in mind as the absolutely & 
sential nature of the Kingdom. The second pet 
tion of that prayer is: “Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Wher 
He tells us to pray for the coming of the Kingdom 
He immediately goes on and tells us that the 
Kingdom is present wherever God’s will is done 
on earth as it is.in heaven. God’s Kingdom & 
wherever He rules, and those who are membet 
of His Kingdom must be obedient to His wil 
wherever they are. 


But how can we know the will of Almighty 
God? It is not for you, or me, or any man to 89: 
God alone can reveal His will, and He has fr 


Therefore if we are going to really seek first the 
Kingdom of God this year we must continually 
searching the Scriptures for in them alone ca 
we find the will of God for us. 
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3 with 3 How Shall We Seek 
th the The Kingdom? 


“pm Since the Kingdom is God’s we must seek it in 
the way that He instructs us, and as we seek it 


bon this way we can rest assured that God Himself 

f the jm will see to it that we find the Kingdom. 

| “them Our Lord Jesus has set down at least two abso- 
lutely essential things in seeking the Kingdom: 

1. We must be willing to do the will of God 
when He makes it known. (John 7:17). The truth, 
life and blessing of the Kingdom are not for the 
wrious, nor the merely intellectually interested. 

——= @ They are for those who are willing to follow the 


will of God come what may, cost what it will. 

9. We must be born again, born from above, by 
faith in Jesus Christ if we are to enter the King- 
dom. (John -38:1-16). Unless you and I have so re- 
ceived Jesus Christ in faith that the Holy Spirit 
hs worked into us Christ’s own life and power 

‘ether Mi then we can neither enter the Kingdom nor know 
3 what it is all about. 
oe What Is The Cost Of 
The Kingdom? 
It cost Christ everything to lay the foundation 


of the Kingdom of God in His death on the cross, 
and though we enter that Kingdom by grace alone 


and with no cost of works to ourselves; yet in a 


real sense if we are to enjoy life in the Kingdom 
and be used for work in the Kingdom it will cost 
us everything. For when we have been born into 
the Kingdom Paul says to us: “Ye are not your 
own, ye have been bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 
are God’s.”” (I. Corinthians 6:19-20). We can no 
yeat M longer live our lives just to suit ourselves, but we 
‘ruth HM must surrender our desires and live our lives to 
lives Hi please Him to whom we belong by creation and 
izing @by redemption. We must place His will first in 
| the Hour personal lives, in our homes, in our schools, 
first Min our social affairs, in our nation, in our world, 
in the furthermost place that the least of our in- 
fluence can reach. 


‘Pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian 
the sng Chattanooga, Tenn. Address: 716 Lewis 
reet, 


MEETING OF PERMANENT COMMITTEE 
ON CO-OPERATION AND UNION 


m of The Presbyterian News Service, Atlanta, Ga. 

1 up Deedie-May Austin, Reporter. 

} & @ The Permanent Committee on Co-operation and 
pet BUnion held a meeting in Atlanta, Ga., on Feb- 
Thy Mruary 9, 1944; thirteen of the seventeen members 
Then Mbeing present. 

dom ® Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden, who has served as secre- 
the Mtary since the erection of this committee in 1938, 
Jone Hwas elected chairman, succeeding the late Dr. 


n 8 Thomas W. Currie. Dr. David L. Stitt was elected 

bers Misecretary. 

wil The chief item of business was the considera- 
ion of a plan of reunion between the Presbyterian 

vhty hurch in the United States of America (Nor- 

sr hern) and the Presbyterian Church in the United 

states (Southern). 

ord. sub-committee appointed to study and 

the analyze this plan was unable to adopt recommen- 


lations and presented to the Permanent Com- 
ittee certain discussions of the plan that had 
een carefully prepared by members of the sub- 
ommittee. These papers were received and placed 


in the hands of the Drafting Committee for con- 
sideration in the revision of the plan. 

The Permanent Committee then, by unanimous 
vote, issued the plan for study and suggestion in- 
structing the chairman and secretary in conjunc- 
tion with the Stated Clerk of the General As- 


. sembly to send a copy of it, together with com- 


ments of the Drafting Committee to all of the 
ministers of the Southern Church and to make it 
available to all members of-the Southern Church. 
Suggestions made by ministers and members 
are to be sent to the Stated Clerk of the General 
a and are to be in his hands by October 
; 
(Editor’s Note: This plan of Union has not been 
adopted by the Permanent Committee on Co- 
operation and Union as some news dispatches 
would lead us to believe. We are told that there 
are many points of disagreement among the mem- 
bers of the committee. They did however unani- 
mously agree to send it out to the Church for 
study and comment.) 


Gold From Guthrie 


(The Gospel In Ezekiel—By Thomas Guthrie) 
Ch. 2-3 The Defiler—Man Sinning 

“Ye have defiled the land.” | 

Look now at sin; pluck off that painted mask, 
and turn upon her face the lamp of the Bible. 
We start; it reveals a death’s head. Name me the 
evil that springs from this root—the crime that 
lies not at its door. Who is the hoary sexton that . 
digs man a grave? Who is the painted temptress 
that steals his virtue? Who is the murderess that 
destroys his life? Who is the sorceress that first 
deceives and then damns his soul? Sin. 

Sin! Thou art a hateful and horrible thing; that 
abominable thing which God hates. Surely, bre- 
thren, the wonder of wonders is, that sin is not 
that abominable thing which we also hate. 


“Weep not for broad lands lost; 
Weep not for fair hopes crossed; 
Weep not when limbs wax old; 
Weep not when friends grow cold; 
Weep not that death must part 
Thine and the best-loved heart; 
Yet weep—weep all thou can— 
Weep, weep, because thou art 
A sin-defiled man.” 


Tears—an ocean of tears—wash not out the 
guilt of sin. All tears are lost that fall not at the 
feet of Jesus. Remember that it is not the tears 
we shed, but the blood he shed, which is the price 
of pardon. 

I offer Him to you, and in doing so will chal- 
lenge you to name a want for which I shall not 
find a supply in Christ. Haste to the fountain 
where sins are lost and souls are cleansed. 


Fear Of ‘The Sects’ | 


In denominational circles one often hears la- 
mentations over the “growth of religious sects.” 
These are thought to be ministering to great 
masses of people whose forebears were once the 
communicants of the denominations. We think the 
answer is not far to seek. We find it in the two 
tendencies in the denominations to be “highbrow’”’ 
and liberal. Weak theology and highfaluting ways 
have alienated plain people who want real food 
for the soul put down low enough for the average 
to reach it. ——The Presbyterian, Jan. 20, 1944. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
(Mrs. Hooks lives in Memphis, Tenn., and is a former President of Memphis 


Presbyterial. She has also taught classes at Montreat Summer 
Conferences for the Women of our Church.) 


Let’s Talk Things Over 


By Mrs. Earl Hooks 


A new church year, like a calendar year, invites 
one to new resolutions, if not all written out, at 
least the desire of being better in the coming 
year. Just now it would be most profitable if you 
were to write out all the ways in which you wish 
to improve. My! what a long list soon develops 
(and you can keep adding to it). Recheck your 
list for those things that are within your own 
achievement and make a mark by those which can 
only become possible through God’s power. Thus 
you can vividly see the great importance prayer 
must have in your daily life this next year if you 
are to grow in the Christian Graces. Prayer has 
been likened to a lever that turns on the power 
of God. May we never think, as did the negro, 
who said he forgot to pray, but added: ‘‘Ah didn’t 
want nothing nohow.”’ Some prayer time must be 
planned for, and a conducive atmosphere arranged; 
but prayers of thanksgiving should fill our hearts 
all day, and we can develop the habit of talking 
everything over with God. If we progress in this 
one way we will be surprised and overjoyed how 
much easier many of the other achievements will 


become. 


In these days of anxiety, with rationing, and 
increased calls upon our time and energy we 
must be very careful to put first things first. How 
thankful we should be that such a wonderful or- 
ganization as the Woman’s Auxiliary has been 
perfected—we need no time in organizing, just in 
selecting the women for the various offices and 
instructing them in their duties. Each of these 
phases is important. Someone has said: “It is a 
fearful responsibility to be a leader, but it is a 
more fearful responsibility to refuse to be a 
leader.’’ We are not asked to serve in the energy 
of the flesh but of the Spirit, and we can claim 
with Paul, who said: “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.’”’ Every woman 
should look upon each call as an opportunity for 
service. God’s calling is man’s enabling. Perhaps 
you, with your particular talents, have been called 
for just such a time as this. 

The success of the Auxiliary can only be 
achieved through active, co-operation of well in- 
formed officers. Thus we have three keys to suc- 
cess: active, working; co-operating, working to- 
gether; well informed officers. The president as 
the guiding hand must point the way and should 
begin the new year with an Auxiliary Officers’ 
Training Class that all the officers may become 
active from the very first, knowing their respon- 
sibilities and how to accomplish them; and if each 
knows the work and plans of all the other officers 
she can co-operate and they can work together. 
And by reading, studying, and attending the 


monthly Executive Board meetings all through 
the year, they can keep informed and not only 
plan the work but work the plan. 


A leader is one with a compass in her head, a 
magnet in her heart, and steel springs in her 
heels. The compass so she will always know where 
she is going and will keep traveling in the right 
direction; the magnet in her heart, the magnet of 
love that attracts others to her and her cause, 


keeps them enthused zealous and successful; steel 


springs in her heels, ever alert, active always, tire. 
less, ready to move on to the next task no matter 
how unpromising or discouraging, leading the pro- 
cession with a springing step that makes it easy 
to follow. Tho a leader is of vital importance, 


_ just so are the followers most essential. They 


must uphold her not only by their presence and 


_ co-operation but must remember her in ‘their 


prayers. It is sometimes easier to be a leader 
than to be a good follower. 


How wonderful is our literature and what a 


source of information; but it must be assembled 


and filed for ready reference, hence the in- 
portance of a note book. But no tool is useful 
unless used, so we must KNOW our literature 


~ and be skilled in the use of our tools, and that 


means to read and re-read it. It is wise to mark 
as we read. How comprehensive the Cnstitution 
and By-Laws—it alone can often answer many 
questions that arise; do familiarize yourself with 
the Constitution and By-Laws. Then there. is 
the Year Book, but in order to be a real guide 
for the year we must have it filled out com- 
pletely. It is ideal when a committee does this 


‘for the whole auxiliary, or each woman is given 


the information and allowed opportunity to fill 


_ her own ata meeting. Of course, each officer has 
_her own special package of literature including 


her handbook leaflet and in addition the cause 
secretaries their own special Calendar of Work 
as a monthly guide, and these if read and studied 
and followed will be an unfailing source of in- 
struction. In addition the Survey carries the 
news of each department of the Church, also the 
weekly Church papers. In addition we receive The 
Auxiliary News Sheets, and letters from. the Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work in Atlanta, and from 
the Presbyterial officers. So really no _ officer 
should ever feel she does not know what her re 
sponsibility is, nor how to proceed with her work. 


We have not mentioned “Day by Day,”’ that 
delightful and inspiring booklet which will guide 
each of us, along with every other loyal Souther 
Presbyterian in daily remembering at the Throne 
of Grace all those representatives of our Church, 
and by name too. But perhaps it and our Bible 
go hand-in-hand—we do read and study every 
day, or we should, from God’s Word, for we must 
know Him ourselves and His plan for our daily 
walk if we are to follow in the way He directs, 
and grow more like Him, and bring others 1 
know Him. 
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We who live in such a land of abundance, with 


39 many marvelous opportunities, and such a flood 


of knowledge pouring over us from the radio and 
he printed page and all can be obtained so 
asily and often so effortlessly that it makes 
little impression, will do well to consider our 
waste of Waluable time, effort, and material. Are 
we, in our Church work not careless in this 
matter? Think of the sacrifice some women must 
make to even attend a meeting; the distance that 
must be covered with transportation problems; 
he careful planning of time so as not to neglect 
husband, children, and home duties, besides all 
the extra war-time work she feels is her patriotic 
duty. But of course, no conscientious woman 
would “cut out” the Auxiliary—yet we often 
fail to meet her needs. Now, as never before, are 
or programs, the setting, etc. important. For 
example: Where is the Service flag placed? Not, 
we hope, where a Mother or wife will have to 
lok at it all during a meeting, for tho they 
cherish the thought that their loved one’s star 
is in God’s House it is a depressing reminder 
when they have to sit and look at it—and too, 
it will take their thought away from the program. 
Then be careful of indiscriminately changing the 
time of meetings, for many have scheduled en- 
gavements. Unpunctuality in beginning is equiva- 
lent to stealing time, likewise a poor program. 


As we read the purpose for which the Auxiliary 
was organized as given in the Constitution, we 
see the comprehensiveness and completeness of 
the plan. But, do we, in our local organizations 
strive to make our Auxiliary meet all the needs 
of all the women? There is truly a place and a 
service for every woman that all may benefit. 
It is a contribution to the program to arrange a 
bouquet of flowers in harmony with the setting 
and with artistic beauty. Some one else will 
sing a song, or make a talk, or lead a prayer, 
yet many women feel they. could never do these 
other public things. Do we give as much attention 
to the flowers we arrange for the Auxiliary as 
we would for the Garden Club? Yet some women, 
limited by opportunity can never become mem- 
bers of such a group but would enjoy this beauti- 
ful service. This is only to mention one of the 
many side contributions that can be made. Of 
course, the program material and presentation is 
vital. The radio with its perfected program 
presentations has raised the standard for all pro- 
grams. We have such comprehensive material but 
have we advanced with the times in our presen- 
tation? Do we feel its importance? As a result of 
our meetings are the women informed, inspired, 
motivated in their thoughts, attitudes, and ac- 
tions? Lets evaluate our programs and try to im- 
prove them in the future. 


So much we have and so little we have given 
to Him of ourselves. Let us face the challenge 


of FORWARD this coming year. 


F ace the task 

O bey the command 

R ead His Word 

W itness in daily life 
A sk for His guidance 
R ely on His power 

D are to go forward. 


THE PLACE OF PRAYER IN THE WORK OF 
THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


“At this time of the year our thoughts turn to 
the need of new officers to carry on the Woman’s 
Work in our Church. No matter how fine the ex- 
perienced officers are, it will very often renew 
the life of the Church to replace them with others, 
if the new ones ‘take over’ with a consecrated 
attitude. And so I am asking you to be much in 
prayer that God who searches the hearts of His 
people will direct the committee to ask the right 
ones; that His Holy Spirit will make the women 
willing to assume the work and fill their hearts 
with joy. If this church business is undergirded 
with prayer, there will not be any difficulty i 
filling the places. | 


“A number of Auxiliaries will want new presi- 
dents, and again I assure you that few praying 
Christians can bring wonderful things to happen 
even where there are only a few to select 
from ... Remember that I am praying for your 
Church and leaders by name many times during 
each week.” 


This was part of the message sent by one Pres- 
byterial President to the local Presidents in her 
Presbyterial Auxiliary. As proof of the faith which 
this letter shows, and that prayer is effective, this 
splendid woman wrote that in the Presbyterial 
Auxiliary there were eight vacancies to be filled 
in the Executive Board. Eight women were asked, 
six accepted; two others were asked and they ac- 
cepted. Of this number only two have had much 
experience, the others being younger women “who 
took it with such a wonderful attitude.’’ Then she 
added: “This was the result of a whole year pray- 
ing and planning with God for just this very 
thing ... The secret of the whole effort is that 
the Nominating Committee learn whom to ask 
and that the Holy Spirit be already in the heart 
of the women making each one consecrated and 
willing to take the work and ready for leadership 
in that place. Praying takes time.” 


Wings For The Soul 


From A Major General's Letter For 
Officers And Enlisted Men 


“If anyone tells you that to be a good soldier 
you must be immoral and sacrifice your religious 
convictions, he is wrong. Some of the greatest sol- 
diers of all time, including men who are in the 
present conflict, maintained strong and steadfast 
faith in God and have been examples of righteous 
living in their personal behavior and social rela- 
tionships. Let the chapels be symbols. These little 
white houses of worship and moral nurture occupy 
conspicuous positions at the military posts today. 
Commanding officers have devoted much attention 
to making these chapels and grounds around them 
as attractive as possible. So.let your religious faith 
and moral convictions occupy a central and con- 
spicuous place in your life, and may they be of 
such nature as to be attractive to those about you. 
In summarizing, may I urge you to play fair, work 
hard, develop the best that is in you personally, 
defend the ideals of your country, and honor God. 
If you do this you will return to civilian life, when 
the conflict is over, a better man and a more valu- 
able citizen.”’ 
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Defense Service Council 
MAINTAINING THE TIE 


By Roswell Long In the 


Outside the bounds of our Church, scattered to 
the ends of the earth, there are tens of thousands 
of our choice men and women in the armed forces. 
They are members of our churches and our duty 
to them is made all the stronger by reason of the 
temptations of spirit and danger of disease and 
death. They are ours, and we must maintain the 
tie with them at all times. From the day these 
members of ours entered the service of their 
country until they shall come home again we shall 
not fail them. To this spiritual ministry our As- 
sembly has dedicated its Defense Service Council, 
its director and its:membership and its leaders in 
every Synod and Presbytery. To this ministry the 

Assembly has set aside a day for a special offering 
on next Mothers’ Day. Our great Church must not 
fail her men and women in the armed forces. 


Facing Life With God 


Out of their rich experiences, gained under the 
most difficult and trying situations, and often at 
the risk of life, our Southern Presbyterian chap- 
lains have prepared messages for our men and 
women in the armed forces and our Assembly’s 
Council has published these in a 93-page devo- 
tional guide called “Facing Life With God.” So 
great has been the demand for this booklet that 
more than a hundred thousand copies have been 
printed. Money spent to make the free distribu- 
tion of this guide available is already reaping a 

-high rate of interest. Another plan for facing our 

men and women toward God is the Service Men’s 
Christian League with its monthly magazine, “‘The 
Link.”” Our Church had a big share in the organ- 
ization of this league and in establishing this 
magazine. We are also making it possible, through 
our meager budget, for the churches near camps 
to carry on a notable work among those in camp, 
maintaining the tie with the home church and 
helping to face our men and women toward God 
at all times. 


On The Alert For Christ 


Our Director of the Defense Service Council 
has established a phenomenal record of service in 
his position and work. Through attractive litera- 
ture distributed to pastors and churches he has 
kept us on the alert for Christ and insisted with 
good results that local churches maintain the tie 
with those away in service of country by keeping 
these absent members always alert for Christ. Al- 
most any pastor in the Church could give testi- 
mony from letters received, as to how much this 
is meaning to men and women in camps or battle 
stations. We have a most effective force of 230 
chaplains, doing a sacrificial work for God and 
_ country with whom the director is in constant 
contact. “‘Religious News of the Camps” is issued 
regularly from the Director’s Office to chaplains 
and pastors and other leaders. 


A Good Place To Invest 


Having been closely associated with him since 
the institution of the Service Council and the 
office of director, I cannot speak too highly of 


had dist 
had bee! 
pital to 
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the great work and fine spirit of service of Di- 
rector Dan Caldwell. Our budget for this grea 
work is very modest, and the reach of its ministry 
beyond calculation. This budget takes care of the 
maintenance of the office and work of the dire. 
tor, the appropriations to all churches near camps fo 
for the purpose of securing personnel and equip- we ~s 
ment adequate to the task, and makes possible _ 

the publication and distribution of devotional book. —_ 
lets, informational literature and our Church's “Yes, 
part in the Service Men’s Christian League. With MY °° 
this budget we maintain the tie with the Commis. jg ma 
sion on Army and Navy Chaplains, the Commis. il | - 
sion on Camp and Defense Communities, with the Mp 1°U8 
Joint Committee on War Emergency Areas and gl ‘Ms 
other co-operative enterprises. For real results in of your 
spiritual relationships I know of no place for in." > 
vestments better than in maintaining the tie with Ms? ¥°U 
our men and women in the armed forces. Let jyS 5° 
Mothers’ Day be the day when we shall give more | J!° 
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Wings For The Soul 


Excerpts From ‘How Will They Return?’ | 
By A Chaplain | 
blood-st 


“How will they return to us insofar as their re- fjthe age 
lation to the Church and God are concerned? The @ It is’ 
Church through her representatives, the chaplains, life E 
has followed them to the uttermost parts of the @Commit 
earth and has been with them in the thick of bat- Relief « 
tle. The same hardships which they endured, the jo! thes 
representatives of the Church, the chaplains, have blood a 
endured. They have accompanied them on all ha- Merve, t 
zardous journeys and were with them on their Meps tl 
most perilous expeditions. At no time were they @ We | 
without the services of the Church. Never before jr boy 
have they enjoyed so intimately the companion- Urban 
ship of pastors and priests. Every opportunity was #jé'ving | 
given to come to them by day and by night with fjtem o 
problems and difficulties which always received work w 
the most careful and sympathetic consideration. HS*!¢s; 
The needs of the inner, spiritual man were abun- §Mth a 
dantly supplied. At no other time in their lives § Won’ 
has the Church given such evidence of its love know t 
and devotion. And our service men have been Myoursel 
deeply appreciative of these services rendered by 
the Church. We may rest assured that their att- 
tude toward the Church will be one of good-will 
and devotion ... When our service men return 
home they will expect their home pastor to carry 
on in the same manner as did their chaplains i 
the Army and Navy ... Yes, many of our service 
men will return to us not only as national] heroes, 
but as true prayer warriors, as heroes of God. 
They will come back to us as Christian men in 
whose lives prayer has played a very vital and fpercent 
essential role ... The return of our service men ffthrougl 
should prove to be a real blessing and benediction e pre 
to both the home and the Church. God grant that Mierowth 
it may be ministr 
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A Recruiting Sergeant 
Written By The Late Margaret Lane 
(“Mildred Welch”) In 1918 


In the early stages of World War I a sergeant 
iad distinguished himself for gallantry in action, 


of Di. iad been wounded and sent back to the base hos- 
Sreat Bhital to recover. The wound was slight and he 
nistry pent the slow days fuming and fretting to get 
of the ick to the front, only to find when he reported 
direc. Bcself fit for duty that he had been ordered back 
camps Mone for the work of a Recruiting Sergeant. As 
-quip- #,. turned to go, his commanding officer said: 


“You are disappointed?” 
-_ rn “Yes, sir, I am,” the young fellow answered. 

With ‘You see, back there in the hospital, all through 
cal the long nights I’ve just been counting the days 
oak til I could get back to the fighting.” 

h the Mm rough luck,” said the officer. “But let me tell 
por you this—maybe it will help a bet. It is because 
ts in get your distinguished service that you are being 
r in. yout back. Just any soldier will not do—it is men 
with Mike you that your country needs for her recruit- 
Let sergeants.” 
more The soldier saluted again, but his face was 
bright: “Thank you, sir, I understand.” 

‘Dear Teacher,’”? are you a recruiting sergeant 
fr the Army of Jesus Christ? Perhaps you were 
held back from going to the front yourself; per- 
haps you too have been wounded in some battle 
of life. But here is your chance! For there are 
signs for those who lift their eyes to see, that the 
vat host of youth come upon the scene since the 
, . @Great World War is eager for some high adven- 

- fiture of the spirit—just waiting to be shown how 

and where and when they can step out on the 

blood-stained trail trod by heroic feet throughout 
ye. ages. | 
The It is to you and to your fellow teachers that the 
ins, @life Enlistment Department of the Executive 
the MCommittee of Christian Education and Ministerial 
bat- MRelief appeals. For you hold the key to the hearts 
the Mol these boys and girls just at the time when 
ave flood and heart and spirit are hot with longing to 
ha- Mserve, to sacrifice, to suffer—if only it is a hero’s 
1eir MSteps they follow in. 
hey We have published a number of hero stories 
ore Mor boys and girls. Write to the Committee (410 
on- (Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky.) for samples, 
was /elving the ages of your class. Tell the stories, read 
‘ith #them or give a story at a time as a reward for 
ved @Vork well done, until the boy or girl has the whole 
on. meres; and as you give it, wing each little story 
a prayer. 

ves ff Won’t it mean everything to you some day to 
ve MXnow that though you couldn’t fight at the front 
en @yourself you put someone else there, that you 
by brought to life-enlistment for Christ that boy or 
ti- rl for whom God had been keeping some great 
rill Held of service—who wouldn’t have found it ex- 
@ept for you? 


ry 
in 

ce @ We are happy to announce that our subscrip- 
°S, Bton list has now passed the 4,000 mark with ad- 
d. Mitional new ones coming in each week. The most 


Mm @\couraging thing about this is that at least 90 

ud Mercent of our new subscriptions are coming 

en Mthrough the help of those who are already readers. 

on € praise God for this and pray for the continued 

at ms oo and enlarged influence of The Journal’s 
ministry, 
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A Satisfying Christian 
Experience 
By Rev. C. Logan Landrum, Th.D.* 


_Member Of Executive Committee Of General 


Assembly's Permanent Committee 
On Evangelism 
Something happened to the man, Paul on the 
Damascus road which completely revolutionized 
his life. This same thing is happening to men and 


of a cataclasmic nature as was that 
it is none the less genuine. Something 
has happened. They have been changed. They have 


is not alwa 


“women ail ays 0 the world today. Their experience 


met Christ, and old ambitions, desires and habits 
have been purified and redirected until the whole 


life is integrated around Jesus Christ and is sub- 
missive to His will. 

We sometimes become more concerned with the 
details of the experience, and talk, through the 


years, more of its nature, time and place than — 


we do of the results of the experience. While 


Paul retold his experience frequently the im- 


portant thing was not the way it happened, or 


the time and place, but the results of the ex- 


perience—he was a new creature. Jesus Christ 
had entered his life, and its current had been 
directed into constructive and creative channels. 
This experience ordinarily expresses itself in three 
ways. 
I. A Deep Sense Of Gratitude For 
Deliverance From Sin. 
It can be said without fear of contradiction 


that the greatest failure in the lives of present- 


day Christians is the failure to feel and, conse- 
quently, to express, a deep sense of gratitude to 
God for His deliverance from sin and its conse- 
quences. This is largely due to the fact that we 
have failed to properly evaluate sin. When the 
Psalmist cried, “Bless the Lord, O my soul; and 


all that is within me, bless His holy name,” he 


felt within his innermost being that he had, in- 
deed, been saved from sin a terrible fate. His 


diseases had been healed, and his iniquities for- 
_ given. How could one continue to be conscious of 
such deliverance and fail to be deeply grateful to 


God for His goodness? 

Those who have gone deeply into sin are more 
likely to have this feeling of gratitude to a good 
God for His mercy in delivering them. David had, 
of course, committed grevious sins and had been 
deeply convicted. He had stood on the precipice, 
as it were, and had all but gone over. So had 
such men as Mel Trotter, S. H. Hadley and many 


others that we might mention. To these men sin 


was a terrible thing, because they had felt its 


sting and had been all but crushed by its power. 
' Their sense of gratitude was great because their 


sin had been great. 
But there are hosts of others who have never 


felt the degrading effects of sin. These have, 


like Timothy, been reared in Christian homes, 


and have been taught the Gospel from childhood. 


Such people, it seems to me, have far more to 


be grateful for because they have not only been 


saved out of sin but from many of the evil effects 
which so many others have felt. : 

We can never reach the heights of Christian 
experience which God intended we should reach 
until we fall upon our faces in repentance and 
arise to praise God for His goodness and mercy 
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in cleansing us from sin and for keeping us from 
its power. 
Il. A Realization Of The Presence 
Of Christ That Brings Inner 
Satisfaction And Security. 


- Paul was keenly aware of the presence of Christ 
on the Damascus Road, and this sense of His pres- 
ence is 2 very integral part of the normal] Chris- 
tian experience. Regardless of the type of con- 
version which we have had it is absolutely es- 
’ sential that it lead us into a satisfying relationship 
with Jesus Christ. This is true, not only because 
He alone is able to forgive sins, but because we 
ean find true satisfaction and security in Him 
alone. 


life until he surrendered his life completely to 
Jesus Christ, but from that time on his life was 
changed. No matter what the outward conditions 
there was always an inward calm and contentment 
that bore testimony to the power of the Gospel 
to change even the most wavering soul into a 
steadfast and loyal disciple. While Peter, like 
many other prominent Christians, has had his 
realization of God’s nearness widely publicized 
there have been countless millions of devout souls 
who have felt this same presence but who have 
not had the same opportunity to express it. There 
are millions today who are living their lives in 
isolated places, some of them shut off entirely 


from human companionship, to whom Christ is 


very real and very satisfying. 

The sense of security and satisfaction which 
comes to such Christ-centered lives is like ballast 
to the ship on a raging sea. It was said of the early 
Christians that the authorities were absolutely 
powerless to defeat them. If they beat them the 
Christians counted it all joy to suffer for their 
Lord; if put in prison they preached the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ to the prisoners; if banished 
they became missionaries; and when they were 
facing death these noble Christians would say with 
Paul, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.”’ 

This sense of security which comes from com- 
mitment to God’s will is one of life’s richest 
achievements. Those who feel that everything 
which happens to them is ordered of God and who 
have perfect confidence that He will not allow 
anything to happen to them that is not for their 
good are rich indeed. Such a sense of being com- 
pletely in the hands of God as Paul had when he 
said, “I am crucified with OChrjst,” brings a 
mastery over life’s circumstances that gives 
poise and power to the individual personality tl. 
is otherwise unattainable. 


Ill. An Experience Which 


Reaches Out. 

To one who has come into a saving relationship 
with Jesus Christ and has the definite assurance 
that God has forgiven his sins and accepted him 
as a child of His, there is only one logical con- 
clusion, and that is, ‘“‘Lord what wilt Thou have 
me to do?” From time immemorial this cry has 
been going up from grateful hearts. Gipsy Smith 
put it forcefully when he said, “If you aren’t 
bringing others to Jesus, what is wrong with your 
religion?”’ 

Jesus put forth very little effort in teaching his 
disciples that they should witness. He seems, 
rather, to have taken it for granted that if their 
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The apostle Peter lived a very unsatisfactory 


Christian experience was satisfying they woul 
naturally, like Peter and John, feel that it ve 
impossible for them to keep quiet about thy 
which had happened to them. One of the leading 
historians of the post-Apostolic period says 4; 


feeling cxisted for generations after the time of ? 


Christ, and that the first reaction of new con 
verts was.to become witnesses to the unsaved 9 
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what Christ had done for them and what y, warant 


meant to them. Is it any wonder that these me 
and women were able to bring the whole Civilize, 
world to an acceptance of Christ and His way 9 
life? They had an experience which was Satisfying 
to them, personally, and which made them yp, 
comfortable until they had become active ip in 
troducing relatives, friends and neighbors to him 
Thus, *he circle was enlarged until the whol 
world was reached. This is a normal Christian 
experience and normal evangelism! . 


*Macon, Ga. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE PERSON OF CHRIST 
By Loraine Boettner, D.D._ 
Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. 
3 Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 

Dr. Boettner is convinced that before one cap 
ask intelligently the widely discussed question, 
“What Is Christianity?’”’ a prior question must be 
faced, namely, “Who Was Or Who Is 
Christ?”’ Those who have read the authovr’s earlier 
books and observed how capably he deals with 
difficult theological subjects will not be dis 
appointed with this volume. Great controversies 
have raged in the Christian Church as to whether 
Jesus was as the Scriptures represent Him t 
have been, the second Person of the Trinity, God 
incarnate, who is to be worshipped and obeyei 
even as the Father, or whether He was only 3 
man endowed with unusual spiritual insight, dif: 
fering from other men not in kind but only in 
degree. The author points out that this was the 
first great question that came up in the earl 
Church and the Church settled that question for 
herself once for all by confessing that Jesus is 
the Divine Son of God, Deity incarnate, and this 
decision was written into her authoritative creeds. 
This confession has been challenged not only from 
without the Church but from within in our ow 
generation so Dr. Boettner writes to clarify the 
issues involved and presents the abundant evi 
dence sufficient to prove that Jesus is what He 
claimed to be, and what the Church confessed 
Him to be. 
There are twenty-three vigorous chapters I 
this book, and each deals with such subjects as: 
“Christ’s Own Testimony Concerning His Deity,” 
“The Son Of God,’ “The Son Of Man,” “The 
Pre-existence Of Christ,” “The Miracles Of Jesus,’ 
“The Incarnation,” and “The Virgin Birth.” The 


closing chapter is a conclusion to the evidence 


offered, and here the author states: ‘No, Chris 


' cannot be put in the same class with the world’ 


supposedly great men. He demands a special cate 
gory, and cannot be explained on any othe! 
grounds than that He was the pure, radiant So 
of God.” We also like this statement in his clos 
ing paragraph: “What a marvelous person is this 
Christ of the Ages! Every true Christian should 
be a witness for his Lord and Master and his wh 
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a ss in order to be effective should be corrobor- 
It We d by a consistently upright manner of life.” 
ut theme’ is commended not only to ministers of 
leading! book Is ¢ 
N@,. gospel, but also to lay readers. It deals with 
thigg profound subject in understandable language. 
"Mr. clearness, self-consistency, attractive treat- 
av Pe ment and force of this book should go far to 
“ti i marantee the lasting value of this latest product 
se mpi Dr. Boettner’s thinking. > 
“Se me —John R. Richardson. 
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Way of 

tisfyingl POPULAR HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN 

em un EDUCATION 

I in | By Clarence H. Benson 

to him Published By Moody Press, 153 Institute 
whole Place, Chicago, Ill. Price $2.00. 


nristianl™l This well known Christian educator presents a 
highly informative volume tracing the develop- 
ment of Christian education from its inception 
wih the Jewish people of the Pre-Christian era, 
through the early Church, the Dark Ages, the 
Renaissance and the Reformation to our present- 
day methods. 

Few Americans of today realize the vast and 
far-reaching influence that Christian education ex- 
erted in the molding of our republic nor how the 


0. great Sunday School movement at the beginning» 


of the Nineteenth Century swept our country and 
was the forerunner of our public school system. 
The author carefully presents the history of 
the Sunday School movement through to its peak 
in 1916, its gradual decline for the next ten years 
and finally the downward plunge it has taken since 
1936. This startling revelation is proof that we, 
as Christians, have turned deaf ears on the Great 
Command ... go ... teach. It is difficult to rea- 
lize that in our. so-called ‘Christian Nation,” 
thirty-seven million children never darken the 
, Goddoor of a church, yes, two out of three. Do you 
beyed™wonder that your prisons are overflowing, that 
nly amjuvenile delinquency is one of our gravest na- 
, dif-Mtioal problems? Then by contrast, to quote the 
ly inffauthor: “A noted New York judge recently stated 
s the™that only three out of five thousand boys that he 
earlyMhad sentenced were attending Sunday School.” 
n fom In conclusion the author writes: ‘“‘The downfall 
us ismof the most permanent,: powerful and prosperous 
| this@# Republic in history may still be averted if all its 
‘eeds. Mreligious forces are united in furthering a pro- 
from@gram for maintaining the moral integrity of the 
own mation.” 
; the Every Christian worker and Christian parent 
ev will be vitally interested in reading this out- 
t Hestanding book. —Harry R. Mayer. 
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‘sin IN THE SANCTUARY 

3 as: By Rev. Herman Hoeksema 

ity," Published By Wm. B. Eerdman Pub. Co. 
“The Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 


us" rhere is much in the book that is frankly dis- 
Tham *PPointing. The author seems to approach his 
ence SUdject with preconceived ideas and then pro- 
hrist ceeds to make the Scriptures bolster those ideas. 
rld’sa*or example, Mr. Hoeksema believes that we are 
ate justified in praying for a long life and then 
therm “ismisses Hezekiah’s prayer for an extension of 
Son life by saying that when God told Isaiah to in- 
losfm°Cm Hezekiah that his days were ended, He really 
not mean it; in fact, that God could not let 
vulifm™ Hezekiah die because at that time Hezekiah had 
tf "° heir and thus the royal line would have been 

discontinued and Christ could not have been born. 


However, the minister should be truly grateful 
to Mr. Hoeksema for this deep, penetrating study 
of the Lord’s Prayer. In a day when so many 
superficial books are being written it does one 
good to come to grips with the stern, unbending 
theology that one encounters in this book. A min- 
ister who is preparing a series of sermons on 
“The Lord’s Prayer” will find this a most stimu- 
lating aid. 

This is a book to be read with pencil and note- 
book. There are many statements and definitions 
that the reader will want to take verbatum and’ 
make a part of his own thinking and expression. 
Although there are many things in this book with 
which we do not agree, we can truly say that it 


has revitalized for us the Lord’s Prayer. 


—Fred. M. Whitney. 


FIVE MINUTES A DAY 
By Robert E. Speer 
Published By The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $1.00. 


Five Minutes A Day With The Bible, The Pcets, 
The Saints, is the title of Dr. Robert E. Speer’s 
new book of daily devotion. Those of us who have 
known Dr. Speer over a period of years were de- 
lighted when we learned that he was going to 
share with us the materials which he had gath- 
ered for his own private devotions over a period 
of years. We expected much and we have not been 
disappointed. The book contains a page of devo- 
tions for 375 days. Each page has its own sub- 


ject: “Vision,” “The Night Cometh,” “Sin Not 


Worth The Price,” etc. The Scripture, poems and 
prayers are coupled together in such a manner 
that each subject lives. 

Dr. Speer’s use of Scripture has always made 
the Word a living power. He employs the usual 
technique in this little book. Several questions 
will be so arranged that each verse compliments 
some other verse. For example, on the page en- 
titled, “‘The Leader Of Angels,’’ he quotes the fa- 
miliar Genesis story of Jacob’s Bethel Dream 
(Gen. 28:11,12), and follows it with Jesus’ "ds 
as they are recorded in John 1:51. The book IS an 
anthology of religious poetry from the far distant 
past to such modern poets as Vachel Lindsley and 
Walter Rauschenbush. There are poems for every 
mood and for every experience. Chester Firkins’ 
“In A Subway Express,” Eugene F. Ware’s 
‘“‘Washer-Woman,” and scores of other modern 
poems find. their places beside the religious poems 
of the ages. The prayers are gathered from a like 
variety of sources, and each one is selected so 
skillfully that the worshipper finds himself, not 
reading, but praying. —Fred. M. Whitney. 


| HEAVENLY DESTINY 
- By Emma Moody Powell 
Published By Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago, Ill. Price $2.00. 
Heavenly Destiny is the story of a reserved, 
genteel woman who was swept into the cyclonic 
career of the great evangelist of the Nineteenth 
Century, D. L. Moody. Emma Moody Powell is 
the granddaughter of D. L. and Emma Revell 
Moody. The reader will have difficulty keeping 
the “Emmas” straight because four of them keep 
flitting from page to page. A careful reading of 
Page 9 of the Forward will aid in clarification. 
The story of D. L. Moody is a story that never 
grows old. More than fifty biographies of him have 
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